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For Your
Information

First Presbyterian Church
535 20th Avenue North
South St. Paul, MN 55075
651/451-6223
www.fpcssp.org

“All Are Welcome Here”

Office Hours:

Monday
Pastors day off

Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Email Addresses:

Pastor Katie Estes Collins
katiec@fpcssp.org

Pastor Tom Watson
tomw@fpcssp.org

Mary Love
Administrative Assistant
admin@fpcssp.org

Linda Kachelmeier
Director of Music
lindakachelmeier@yahoo.com
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In a pastoral emergency
outside of office hours:

Pastor Katie
651/457-1080 (home)
651/442-2126 (cell)

Pastor Tom
651/487-7760 (home)
612/718-1785 (cell)

1985 was a big year for me. |
graduated from college, got married,
started seminary, and was
introduced to the Hebrew language.
And that was all within a couple of
months! It also was the year the
movie Back to the Futurevas
released, and though in today’s
standards the special effects and
even the story line are corny and
simplistic, it remains a pop-cultural
icon and happens to be the starting
point for our stewardship appeal for
this year. This fall we are going
“back to the future” of our
congregation, looking ahead into the
year 2043, when First Presbyterian
will be celebrating its 150
anniversary. The challenge before
us, of course, is to remain faithful
and committed in a difficult
financial season so as to ensure the
future of our ministry and God'’s
church in this place. Asin the
movie, the “picture” of our
congregation will fade in the future

is to travel into the future,
Marty accidentally finds himself
30 years in the past, where he
interrupts the all-important
meeting of his future parents as
teenagers. Gripping a
photograph of his present
family, he watches in horror as
his older siblings begin to fade
from the picture because of his
disruption of the events of the
past. During his often-
hysterical, always exciting trip
back in time, Marty’s humdrum
existence becomes literally a
blast from the past as a teen of
the 80’s has to deal with life in
the 50's and ensure that his
future mother and father get
back together before he
changes time forever and
destroys his own existence.

The names may change slightly
and the DeLorean is hard to find as
a prop these days, but we have
enthusiastic actors and some clever
skits for worship that you won't
want to miss. The stewardship
appeal will also feature plenty of

unless we can secure it in the presentcurrent and proposed budget

day.

Watch the Sunday worship
bulletin and our website at
www.fpcssp.ordor details on an
opportunity to gather with others to
watch the full film, but until then,
perhaps a summary will help you
prepare for our Sunday morning
skits as we go “back to the future”
of our church together:

In the life of Marty McFly, all is
not well. His family is
dysfunctional, his school
punctuality is questionable and
the music he plays is just too
darn loud. It seems that the
only adult who understands him
is his slightly mad scientist
friend Doc Brown, who builds a
time machine out of a DelLorean
sports car. Although their hope

information, so all members and
interested friends of the
congregation will be able to make
decisions about our pledges for the
coming year. It will be very
important to have our commitments
in early this year, so the Session and
Finance Committee has solid
information on which to base the
plans and decisions they need to
make for our future. Put on your
haz-mat suits, strap into the time
machine, and join us as we go “back
to the future” this fall-you won'’t
regret it!



October 4, 2009

World Communion / Peacemaking Sunday
8:30 a.m. Education For All
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship
“Welcome Table” — Festival Choir

October 11, 2009

8:30 a.m. Education For All
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship
Special music by Bells of Praise

October 18, 2009
8:30 a.m. Education For All
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship
“The Heart of Worship” — Celebration Singers and
Voices of the Heart

October 25, 2009
Reformation Sunday
8:30 a.m. Education For All
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship
“On Christ | Stand” — Chancel Choir

Adult Education

The first two Sundays in October
will continue the series with Gary
Simpson begun last month entitled
Our Neighborhood and the
Missionary Character of Christian
Faith. Dr. Simpson is Professor of
Systematic Theology at Luther
Seminary.

October 4:Imagination /
Discernment

October 11:Leadership

October 18: TBA. Please watch

the Sunday morning announcemel
for information.

October 25: Rev. Dr. Paul Capetz
(see article on right)

All classes are held in the Knox
Room and begin at 8:30 a.m.
Please join us.
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Reformation Sunday

This year on Reformation
Sunday, October 25, we will gather
together with a very specific intereg
in celebrating the 500birthday of
John Calvin. More than 30,000
English-speaking congregations
around the world trace their lineagd
through John Calvin, including the
Presbyterian Church (USA). He is
a figure of remarkable significance
in the history of the Reformed
tradition. The 500th anniversary of
Calvin’s birth provides an

tsopportunity to re-examine his life
and thought for the Church at the
beginning of the Zicentury.

We are fortunate in the Twin
Cities to have one of the nation’s
preeminent Calvin scholars in our
own backyard, the Rev. Dr. Paul
Capetz. We are even more
fortunate that Paul, a long-time
friend of First Presbyterian, will be
with us to both teach in our adult
education class that morning and
preach in the worship service. You
won’'t want to miss this
extraordinary opportunity to learn
about the history and context for
what we in the Reformed tradition
believe and its impact on the churc
today from a nationally renowned
lecturer.
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The Adult Ministry Committee
celebrates artist Susan Armington
and a successful opening of her
exhibit at First Presbyterian. During
the September 15 reception we
learned the history of each of the
four
pieces
that will
continue
on
display.
We "
heard
stories of what the pieces represent
literally and also spiritually to the
artist. In Susan’s words, “the people
who came were truly interested and
it was a quality experience. To me
that is what counts most. | enjoyed
talking to people about the work,
and my favorite, as | said, was our
group gathering in the classroom.
That talk really fit with the exhibit,
explored its themes AND was
personal reflection. What could be
better?!”

Watch for news of more exhibits
after Armington’s work travels to
the Nash Gallery at the University
of Minnesota in mid-November.



Calling all Confirmation and
senior high youth who are brave
enough to join us for the 2009 Corn
Maze, Pizza Hut and Screamtown
Blitz!

We will be leaving the church
parking lot on
Saturday, October
24 at1:00 p.m. and
i heading off to
): Sever's Corn Maze.
(i This year's theme is
: “Pirate Adventure.”
i Along with the
i maze there’s live
‘' music, the much-
pig races, exotic
animals, a giant slide, barnyard
animals and the pumpkin slinger!

After filling our pockets, socks
and shoes with corn (some people
are still finding corn in their cars

from last year!) we’'ll head to Pizza
Hut for dinner before heading off to
Screamtown!!!!

Are you brave enough to go into
Rabid Alley? This new event will
have you walking down a 400 foot
pitch-black alley full of rabid
animals. You'll hear and feel the
rabid animals only inches away
from your feet and face but you
won't see them! Do you love the
circus? Back by popular demand is
theKlown House with new scenes
and new twists in
this maze of (
creepy circus
clowns. And
who can pass up
the opportunity
to walk into the
Terror in the
Corn, Screamtown'’s trademark

event! This year is an all new maze
trail with new scenes including the
farmer’s house, butcher shack and
toxic barn! Remember thdillbilly
Motel? Bubba and his cousins are
waiting for you with new rooms
available. And, last year’s adult
chaperones all time favorite --- the
Oak Blood Forest This year the
forest is even darker, with more
monsters, new buildings and is more
challenging to find your way out!

So who'’s in? Reserve your space
with Lisa Watson (651/487-7760)
and pay $20 (covers all admissions
and Pizza Hut). Due to the larger
youth group numbers this year we
will not be able to invite friends!
Adult leaders will not be held
responsible for kids lost to the corn,
forest, klowns, Bubba or the rabid
animals! Come at your own risk!!!

Senior High Fall

Retreat at Clearwater

All 9" — 12" grade students are
encouraged to attend the Fall Retreg
at Presbyterian Clearwater Forest
from October 30 through November
1. The theme for the retreat is
“Fabulous Friends” and will explore
friendships, what makes a good
friend, how our faith is shared
through friendship, and that Jesus
calls us his friend. Yes, Halloween
is right in the middle of our retreat sd
we may have to get our Frightened
Friend Face on for a while, too! Theg
last two sentences were lifted
directly from Clearwater, no one
here would write that (Frightened
Friend Face? Really?). The cost is
$75 for the entire weekend which we
understand includes something
warmer than cardboard lodging.
Permission slips will be mailed out
along with details regarding

Since we had such a good time
doing this last year and most of us

have forgotten just how cold it can
get sleeping outside in Minnesota in
the middle of October, the senior
highs are once again going to join
with youth groups from
congregations, schools, and clubs

of Churches' Project Home
emergency family shelter program

¢+ are thawed out by now and probably and Families Moving Forward

which also provides emergency
shelter,
affordable
housing
and
supportive
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across the metro area as we create aservices to

temporary city at the Minnesota
State Fairgrounds and spend one
night in a cardboard box to raise

homeless
and low-
income families in Minneapolis.

awareness and money to help knock A hot and delicious soup kitchen

out family homelessness. Yes, that
was all one sentence.

The event begins at 4:00 p.m. on
Thursday, October 15 (MEA

supper will be served and live

entertainment will once again be
provided by the band, Sheltered
Reality. Cardboard Box City will

transportation and departure times.

Weekend) and ends at 8:00 a.m. on be held rain or shine; the homeless
Friday. Residents of Cardboard Box don't have a choice. Contact Pastor
City are expected to collect pledges Tom for pledge forms and for more
(rent) prior to the adventure that will information.

benefit the Saint Paul Area Council



Calling all Confirmation
students ...
It's time to be locked up!

That is bdocked-INat First
Presbyterian
Church. That's
right ... it's lock-
in time with Patty
Bourgoin and
Rachael Nelson
(sounds like a game show).
Plan to have younomework
doneand be ready to head over to
church by 7:00 p.m. on Friday,
October 2. We will play games,

Py have a little
n..['r'

-2 bonfire and

s'mores. Be
QS 7O s o
. A== each others

= "'L-"U company and

maybe even
play sardines! Mark your calendar
and rest up.

Parents: Please be sure to pick
your child up by 8:00 a.m. on
Saturday, October 3. Last kid to bg
picked up will be the lucky winner
of a case of Mountain Dew and a

puppy. :)

Come out in your costumes and
help us “haunt” down a good time!

o
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With fall comes the return of our
famous and delicious soup packets.
The soup is available in three
dehydrated varieties: chicken wild
rice, beef barley and Italian pasta.

To order, see Kittie Kisby or
Lynda Horan at the church, call
Kittie (651/459-3077), or email
SoupbyKittie@aol.com. As in the
past two years,
there will be no
sale table in the
Commons. The e
price is 3 for
$10.

The proceeds
from the sale goes to the
Presbyterian Women. The monies
are distributed to charities with
emphasis on helping and
empowering women and children
both locally and globally.

Children of all ages and their
families are invited to a special
spooky party on Sunday, October 2}
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the
q Fellowship Hall. This
is almost a week
( before Halloween, we
know, so get working
on those costumes
earlyl Games, stories,
a costume parade, and creepy dinng
treats will all be featured. Bring a
friend or neighbor and plan to scare
yourselves silly.
Kid’'s Club is a monthly fellowship
program for children and their
families. More
information is
available on the
church website at
www.fpcssp.org
or from the
Children’s
Ministry Committee.
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The FPC Book Club will meet on
Saturday, October 3 (note the date
change) at 8:30 a.m. We will be
discussingender’s Gamdoy Orson
Scott Card.

Set in Earth's future, the novel
presents an imperiled humankind
who have
barely
survived two
conflicts with
an insectoid
alien race
known as the
"Buggers". In preparation for an
anticipated third invasion, an

///

international fleet maintains a school before October 3. Contact Julie

to find and train future fleet
commanders. The world's most

talented children, including the
novel's protagonist Ender Wiggin,
are taken at a very young age to a
training center known as the Battle
School.

There, teachers train themb

Remember Our Special
Offerings Each Month

Please remember to contribute to the
following special offerings taken by
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)):

October: Peacemaking
December: Christmas Joy
January: Blanket Sunday

April: One Great Hour of Sharing
May: Pentecost

Every month: End Hunger Now

the arts of war through increasingly
difficult games including ones
undertaken in zero gravity in the
Battle Room where Ender's tactical
genius is revealed. Ender Wiggin ig

a genius among geniuses; he wins al

the games. He is smart enough to
know that time is running out. But IS
he smart enough to save the planet

Books are available in the church
office for checkout and are due on ¢

Vigness-Pint for more information.
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ceerer Fall Clean-Up

Join us on Saturday,
October 31 to help get
the grounds and
building ready for
winter. Breakfast will
be served at 8:30 a.m.
and we will conclude by
noon. Many hands are
needed! Bring your own rakes and
gloves if possible.




Every year a group of adults, you
and children from First Presbyteriar
participate in Church World
Service's CROP HungerWalk. Thig
year we hope to double our level of
participation and pledged
contributions. As part of thene
Thing Morechallenge to our
congregation from the Mission
Committee, what more enjoyable
way to respond than with a nice wa
with your neighbors on a beautiful
fall afternoon in St. Paul to raise
awareness and funds for internatior
relief and development, as well as
local hunger efforts.

In June, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations
announced that hunger is projected
reach a historic high in 2009, with
more than 1.02 billion people going
hungry. Hunger is more than just
temporary discomfort caused by lag
of food. It increases susceptibility t
disease. It hinders learning by not
providing children with adequate
nutrition. It also leaves its victims

Recognizing the importance of
education as an essential ingredient
in creating a viable future for
Africa’s vulnerable children,

Church World Service launched its
School Safe Zones Program in
Kenya in 2005 as a part of its Africa
h initiative. Kenya was selected
because of its commitment to
education, illustrated by the
decision of the Kenyan government
in 2003 to make primary education
free to children. The School Safe

pilot sites, will provide a model of
what all the schools of Africa might
one day become:

k- Secure environments, where
children can learn and play in
safety;

nal Stimulating environments,
where teachers are well trained and
have adequate materials for their
classes;

Healthy environments, where
WQhildren have access to safe water
and basic health care;

Nurturing environments, where
every child will enjoy at least one
nutritious meal a day.

The School Safe Zones Program
intends eventually to embrace all

k
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Fighting Hunger with Education

Kenyan schools by 2015. CWS
seeks support for this innovative
program from U.S. congregations
and individual donors, as well as
from U.S. foundations, and U.S. and
Kenyan corporations.

Our congregation has been asked
by Church World Service to help
rehabilitate, refurbish, and secure the
Muchungucha Primary School, as
well as provide a safe, clean source
of water for drinking, sanitation, and
hygiene. The total budget for this

Zones Program, beginning in the ten project is $30,600, of which we have

been asked to raise $2,000. So far
we have raised $1,230 from our End
Hunger Now giving in July through
September 6. We anticipate that we

of September, so the Mission
Committee has decided to use some
of the funds from October to
complete our pledge. It is exciting

to be part of this work to attain
School Safe Zone status for all of the
schools in Kenya by 2015.

too weak to work, thereby plunging
families deeper into poverty.
Church World Service CROP
Hunger Walks give people who cars
a way to express their concern
through action; a way to help their
neighbors whose names they may
never know, even as they help feed
their neighbors who may be hungryi
right next door. The walk begins at
1:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 11, 3
Cherokee Park United Church (371
Baker St., West St. Paul) for either
2.5 or 5-mile walk. Pledge forms
and more information can be found

Y

Beginning at sunset on Friday,
October 2, you are challenged and
encouraged to go without food until
the morning of World Communion
Sunday on October 5. We will
break the fast by sharing in the
sacrament of communion in our
it own sanctuary and with our

brothers and sisters around the
a world. If that seems like too long a
time to go without eating, it is
suggested that you could perhaps

in the Commons on Sunday
mornings and throughout the week.

skip a meal during this weekend.
Fasting is an ancient spiritual

Opportunity for Fasting

practice that helps you break free
from the clutter of our world so you
can focus your thoughts and prayers
on where God is calling you. Plus,
the hunger pangs you feel will
create a genuine compassion for
those who everyday go without

food not by choice, but because of
need. You might also use the
opportunity that your fast gives you
by taking the money you might
have spent on groceries for that day
and donating it to the Peacemaking
Offering on Sunday, October 5.
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How do you even begin to thank  of these my brethren, you do it unto
folks for a generosity that far exceeds me. We have been the benefactors
any realm of imagination? This is of that philosophy over and over
the again — most recently at the Great
dilemma Waibel Get Together on Thursday,
we are September 3. We won't go into the
faced with
on a pretty
regular
basis
around
here. You have embraced us with
your compassion, your prayerful
concerns and your boundless
attention to our needs. It is written
that when you do this unto the least

what moved us the most. We
walked into that hall and had our
breath taken away by the press of
people already present. And as the
night wore on more and more of

your friendship and to feel as
though that sentiment was

you showed up. We so highly value

reciprocated by each of you that
night ... well you can begin to get an
idea of just how overwhelmed we
were, and are. Please accept our
heartfelt thanks — woefully
inadequate as it may be, and know

details of the event because most of this — we are at once humbled and
you were there, and that is precisely enriched by this community of faith,

and will always endeavor to embody
the lofty ideals each of you espouse
daily. We felt truly blessed to be in
your presence that night and will
never feel more cared for. Plus it
was cool to see LaVonne catch a pie
in the face.

~ Wayne and Stacy Waibel
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As you are digging through your  Donated jewelry may be dropped
closets for rummage sale donations, off when you drop off your
check out your jewelry box for gold rummage sale donations in
and silver items: rings, Fellowship Hall on October 3 and 4
old necklaces, bracelets <), from 9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. and on
— anything that you no K; October 7 from 6:00 p.m. — 9:00
longer wear and bring p.m. Vicki Campbell will also be
them to our “Deacons’ accepting jewelry in the Commons
pot of gold” at FPC. All after worship on October 4 and 11.
gold & silver collected See you at the Rummage Sale on
will be sold for cash with the October 10 from 8:00 a.m. — 4:00
proceeds added to the Deacons’ p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Help us
Emergency Assistance Fund. sweeten the pot!
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Wreath Sale Begins

Just a friendly reminder that the
youth will again be selling wreaths
this year. We will
be taking orders
starting the last
& Sunday of October
and will continue
until November 22.
There will be swags
and two wreaths sizes available with
prices remaining the same as last
year. Look for the youth at table
near you starting October 25. Please
consider ordering and supporting the
2010 Youth Mission Trip.

These members and friends of FPC have had surg
been hospitalized or ill in recent weeks: Johrshie)
Joel Bennett, Bill Beyer, Betty Bohmert, Jean Sites
Elizabeth Fodor, and Carl Lehmann.

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to:

Carole Pekron and Jill Kelzer upon the death af the
mother, Donna Belmonte on September 3.

Dave Turnblom on the death of his wife, Lois on
September 4.

Kathy Auth on the death of her brother, Monroe.

The family of Virginia Van Langen on her death
September 8.
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PLEASE REMEMBER
THESE FRIENDS IN

PRAYER

Thank you for all your prayers,
cards, visits, flowers, and food that |
received during my recent knee
replacement.

~ Shirley Chelsvig
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PRESBYFEST 2009:
CELEBRATING JOHN CALVIN

What are you giving Calvin this year for his birdy® It's a
big one: 500 years! How should we celebrate 0@'5
anniversary of the primary forefather of our parée stripe
of the Christian faith? Why, witRresbyfestof course!
Presbyfest is a festival of worship, resourceswaarkshops
offered to provide laypeople, leaders, parentgiteis,
elders, deacons, and pew-sitters alike with an réaqpee of
learning and growth in the Presbytery of the TwitieS
Area. The day-long event happens on Saturday, iINbee
14 at Oak Grove Presbyterian Church in Bloominghis
year, and includes activities for children, youttd adults.
Workshop topics range from puppetry to stewardsingm
church newsletters to youth ministry to music tpgrand
everything in between! Please consider attending—
registration forms and more information are avadain the
presbytery website aiww.ptcaweb.orgnd on the
information table in the Commons.




