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sustains us and redeems us.  Henri 
Nouwen writes, in his classic Bread 
For the Journey:  

 

“Often we want to be 
somewhere other than where 
we are, or even to be someone 
other than who we are.  We 
tend to compare ourselves 
constantly with others and 
wonder why we are not as 
rich, as intelligent, as simple, 
as generous or as saintly as 
they are.  Such comparisons 
make us feel guilty, ashamed, 
or jealous.  It is very 
important to realize that our 
vocation is hidden in where 
we are and who we are.  We 
are unique human beings, 
each with a call to realize in 
life what nobody else can, and 
to realize it in the concrete 
context of the here and now … 
We will never find our 
vocations by trying to figure 
out whether we are better or 
worse than others.  We are 
good enough to do what we 
are called to do.  Be 
yourself!” 

 

And so as we begin this new 
program year, we renew the 
covenant and celebrate together with 
the reminder that we are called to be 
ourselves, as individuals and as this 
particular congregation of God’s 
people in this place.  It is our 
calling, our vocation, the charge we 
have from God and the debt we owe 
to God—to be ourselves, and the 
very best we can be.  Thanks be to 
God!      
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“How clear is our vocation, 
Lord, when once we heed your 
call:  To live according to your 
word, and daily learn, 
refreshed, restored, that you 
are Lord of all and will not let 
us fall.”   

 

Fred Pratt Green wrote these 
words, the first verse of  #419 in our 
Hymnal, more than 30 years ago but 
they are fresh and true for us today.  
Vocation, calling, passion, work—
these are the themes and questions 
that come ‘round again and again in 
our lives of faith.  Identity, 
formation, figuring out who we are 
and to whom we belong is part of 
our continuing quest to know and be 
known by God.  Covenant Sunday, 
September 12, is a chance to renew 
our covenant with God, with our 
faith, with the church community to 
be an active part of pursuing our 
own callings together in Christ in 
this place.  Our adult education 
classes will begin this fall with a 
focus on the calls to the prophets 
and disciples, and that framework 
will help us to consider our own 
gifts and how we are called to use 
them in our time.  We welcome new 
members into the congregation on 
Covenant Sunday and we are 
reminded of how we all belong—not 
just to a church, a particular group, 
but to the One who created us, 

For Your  
Information 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
535 20th Avenue North 

South St. Paul, MN  55075 
651/451-6223 

www.fpcssp.org 
 

“All Are Welcome Here” 
 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday 
Pastors day off 

 

Monday through Friday 
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 
Email Addresses: 

 

Pastor Katie Estes Collins 
katiec@fpcssp.org 

 

Pastor Tom Watson 
tomw@fpcssp.org 

 

Mary Love 
Administrative Assistant 

admin@fpcssp.org 
 

Linda Kachelmeier 
Director of Music 

lindakachelmeier@yahoo.com 
 

Kendra Brodin 
Organist and Director of Bells 

kendrabrodin@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In a pastoral emergency  
outside of office hours: 

 

Pastor Katie   
651/457-1080 (home)  
651/442-2126 (cell) 

 

Pastor Tom    
651/487-7760 (home) 
612/718-1785 (cell) 
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September 12, 2010 
Covenant Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Education For All 
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 

11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

 

September 5, 2010 
Communion 

8:30 a.m. Adult Education 
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 

11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

 

September 19, 2010 
8:30 a.m. Education For All 

10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

 

September 26, 2010 
8:30 a.m. Education For All 

10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

"Art at FPC" will 
continue this fall!  
Art in it's many 
forms is 
restorative and 
uplifting.  It 
stimulates, 
soothes, informs 
and enhances 

many parts of life.  Art was an 
important element even in the early 
days of the church and the 
importance of art to spirituality and 
healing has continued to grow over 
time.  While as individuals we may 
favor certain types of art over 
others, FPC member's response to 
the artists and exhibits to date have 
been very positive.  Plans are 
currently underway to continue the 
program this fall and will soon be 
finalized to open a new exhibit 
in September. 

A special thanks to FPC members 
who exhibited their works this 
summer!  If you haven't seen the art 
work of Betty Robinson, Bette 
Friedrich, Bethany Bourgoin and 
quite possibly still others, 
the current exhibit will continue 
during early September.  Be sure to 
check out the art work in the 
Commons.  

For the 2010-11 program year the 
Adult Ministry Committee has 
decided to focus on the themes of 
Vocation and Calling.  Beginning 
Sunday, September 12, adult 
education classes will kick-off with a 
five-week series discussing the many 
different call stories in the Bible with 
Rev. Dr. Richard Weiss from United 
Seminary in New Brighton.  God has 
called people throughout time – 
imperfect people, those who had 
made mistakes and those who had no 
idea what they were getting 
themselves into. We are not perfect, 
we don’t have all the answers, but we 
know that we belong to God and that 
God calls each of us by name.  
Hopefully you will be able to find 
yourself in these stories as they help 
you consider your own call.  Richard 
has been a guest with us before and 
we are glad to have him return to get 
us started on what promises to be an 
exciting and thought-provoking year.  
At United he holds the position of 
Professor of Old Testament Theology 
as well as being the Dean of the 
Seminary.  Rev. Weiss is also an 
ordained Minister of Word and 
Sacrament in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA). 

�����������
If you have not had the opportunity 

to see the Dead Sea Scrolls exhibit at 
the Science Museum of Minnesota or 
want to see it one more time before it 
leaves in October, here is your big 
chance.  A limited number of spaces 
are available for a group from the 
congregation to experience the 
exhibit on Sunday, September 12 at 
1:00 p.m.  The Dead Sea Scrolls are 
a priceless collection of 2,000-year-
old documents that shed light onto a 
little-known 
period in 
religious 
history.  The 
cost is $22 
for adults, 
$18 for 
children 
(ages 4 through 12) and seniors (60 
and over).  If you are a member of 
the Science Museum and wish to 
purchase one of our tickets, let us 
know and you will receive a discount 
on the ticket price.  Contact the 
church office for more information 
and to reserve your spot.  Don't miss 
your chance to experience this 
moving, engaging exhibition and as a 
part of your visit, you'll also see the 
Saint John’s Bible on display in the 
final gallery.         
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Welcome back to a new program 
year at FPC-SSP!  Children’s 
Sunday School classes begin this 
year on Covenant Sunday, 
September 12 in the Fellowship Hall 
from 8:30 to 9:45 a.m.  Our program 
will include children from preschool 
(three and four year olds) through 
those entering sixth grade this fall. 
“A Taste of Sunday School” will 
give kids and their teachers an 
opportunity to rotate through four 
learning centers that day, including 
music, mission, art, and Bible, with a 
tasty treat 
at each 
center.  
Grade 
level 
classes 
will start 
the 
following 
week, 
September 
19.  Questions or concerns about the 
children’s education program may be 
directed to Pastor Katie.   

Brittany Christianson 
Burke Downer 

2474 Shryer Ave. E.,  
North St. Paul  55109 

612/462-4841 
 

Brittany is a pediatric oncology 
nurse and Burke is an office 
coordinator for AIG.  They are in the 
process of planning their May 2011 
wedding. 
 

Ignatia and Mayfield Fayose 
1251 4th Ave., Newport 55055 

651/458-0559 
 

Ignatia and Mayfield have one child, 
Ana, who will be baptized at FPC in 
the near future. 
 

Annie and Brian Gibson 
7415 Braden Trail, IGH 55076 

651/994-0229 
 

Annie works for Wells Fargo and 
likes to cook, travel and read.  Brian 
is a consulting mechanical engineer 
and loves sports.  They are the proud 
parents of 10 month old Christopher. 
 

Children and their families are 
invited to a special picnic dinner at 
the home of Grace & DeShawn Estes 
Collins on Sunday, September 26 

beginning at 
5:00 p.m.  
Hotdogs and 
beverages will 
be provided; 
please bring 
your lawn 
chairs and a 
dish to share.  
Let’s welcome 

back the school year with a fun 
gathering of friends and share a 
s’more or two to celebrate! 

�������������
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We’ve had a really fun year so far 
in terms of celebrating the success of 
the 50-Cents-a-Day Fund. The total 
collected to date is $13,839, just 

$1,161 short 
of our 
$15,000 goal. 
This fund 
will make it 
possible for 
us to end the 

year as a church in the black because 
the $15,000 will cover the budgeted 
deficit for 2010. 

Here’s the challenge though. Right 
now, as of mid-August, only 175 
members have paid their $30.01 per 
capita for 2010. We’ve already sent 
the money in for our total 

membership of 387 because it’s 
required and we really, really don’t 
want to end up having to use the 50-
Cents-a-Day Fund to pay the per 
capita for members who haven’t yet 
contributed their share. 
Take a moment right now to see if 
you’ve paid your $30.01 for 2010. If 
not, please make every effort to make 
sure you’re in the paid-up head count 
for FPC-SSP for this year. If you 
aren’t sure, contact Lois Glewwe at 
651/457-3403 or email her at 
lglewwe@hotmail.com. Per capita 
payments can be put in the offering 
plate any Sunday or sent to the church 
office marked “per capita” on the 
memo line. Thanks for your 
faithfulness!! 

����������
�������� �“A Taste of Sunday 
School” - Sept. 12 

Welcome New Members 
Leona (Lee) Lauck 

337 15th Ave. N. - #312, SSP  55075 
651/455-4713 

 

Lee is a retired librarian and enjoys 
reading!  She comes to us from a 
Methodist background and loves the 
friendly feel of our church. 

 

Paulette Nitz 
818 20th Ave. N., SSP  55075 

651/340-8741 
 

Paulette just became an RN and is 
looking for work.  She  likes to work 
out, read and keep up with world 
affairs.   
 

Sarah and Troy Zaiser 
6040 Candace Ave., IGH  55076 

651/210-8882 
 

Sarah and Troy have two boys—5th 
grader, Lucas and 1st grader, Max. 
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During the last months of this year 
End Hunger Now funds will again 
go to Haiti to participate in the long 
range plans for recovery in this 
troubled nation. As the first stages 
of emergency help are ending, it is 
important to find ways to build a 
recovery that can be sustained over 
the long term. 

Church World Service points to 
local procurement as one way to 
support both Haitians in need of 
emergency food assistance and local 
farmers whose prices might 
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otherwise be depressed by their 
rival of free foreign food stuffs. 
Development Director Donna Derr 
says that, “After working with farm 
communities in Haiti for several 
decades, we see purchasing food 
from local farmers as a cornerstone 
of sustainable recovery of the 
agricultural structure.”   

“We were heartened by the 
intensity of commitment by a recent 
gathering of delegates of many non-
governmental agencies and a 
delegation of ten members of 

congress who stated their desire to 
take these concerns and 
recommendations for relief and 
reconstruction in Haiti all the way to 
President Obama,” said Jessica Eby, 
Protection Officer for Church World 
Service Immigration and Refugee 
Programs, who attended the 
hearings. 

Our End Hunger Now giving for 
the next four months will go toward 
the efforts of Church World Service 
to implement this focus on rural and 
agricultural development.  

These members and friends of FPC have had 
surgery, been hospitalized or ill in recent weeks:  Bill 
Beyer, Jean Sites, Willard Lee, Sue Tourville, Kathy 
Kaup, Kittie Kisby, Shirley Chelsvig, Donna 
Danielson, Jim Marschinke. 

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to 
Sue Tourville on the death of her sister, Sandy. 

Feed My Starving Children:  
Watch the bulletin and Commons 
for sign-up dates and times for 
upcoming daytime and evening 
sessions.  We need your help to 
package food.  During our last 
venture, we were part of 45 people 
who packed enough bags of food to 
provide 40 children with a healthy 
meal for one whole year!  Feed My 
Starving Children can also use some 
funding to purchase the items we 
pack while we are there.   

Pancakes!  In spite of a truly 
uncomfortable temperature in the 
kitchen, we were pleasantly 
surprised to come up with $465 in 
profits from the August 7 pancake 
breakfast.  Project Home will be 
happy with this gift and we thank 
you for staying after worship to eat 
and chat. 

Mission Committee 
Updates As native Minnesotans know 

We all talk “weather”, rain or snow, 
In summer, showers, storms, heat 
With Mississippi, we’ll compete. 
At least this year, it’s just plain hot! 
It’s weather we would rather not 
Go out to pick up roadside trash. 
Not fun, like a birthday bash. 
But 12 come August 7th at morn 
To do the job to which we’re sworn. 
It’s always mostly usual stuff … 
Plastic bottles, pop cans, butts … 
“Dex” books no one wants to own, 
Old sales slips out there are thrown. 
Our biggest “prize” found by the 
     young ones, 
Was a muffler half, whose work was  
     done. 
 

The next road 
clean-up day is 
10:00 a.m. on 
October 16. 
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Imagine a Saturday in the late fall 
… November 6, in fact … imagine a 

delicious steak 
dinner, cooked 
to order … 
imagine your 
friends, 
extended 
family, 

neighbors and other church members 
there … imagine the laughter, the 
fellowship, the joy of “breaking 
bread” together … and imagine it 
being a painless and successful 
fundraiser that contributes $1,000 or 
more to the programs and ministries 
of our congregation! 

Outback Steakhouse 
Here We Come! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you so much for all your 

prayers and concerns while I’ve been 
recovering from a broken shoulder.  
It’s a long healing process so I really 
appreciate the support.   

 ~ Virginia Strauch 
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535 20th Avenue North 
South St. Paul  MN  55075 

Phone:  651/451-6223 
Fax:  651/451-3866 

www.fpcssp.org 
admin@fpcssp.org 

Education For All at 8:30 a.m. 
Worship celebration at 10:00 a.m. 
Coffee and Fellowship at 11:00 a.m. 
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is a monthly publication of the  

First Presbyterian Church, South St. Paul, 
MN 

 

Rev. Katie Estes Collins 
Rev. Tom Watson 

Pastors 
 

Mary Love 
Administrative Assistant 


