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For Your
Information

First Presbyterian Church
535 20th Avenue North
South St. Paul, MN 55075
651/451-6223
www.fpcssp.org

“All Are Welcome Here”

Office Hours:

Monday
Pastors day off

Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Email Addresses:

Pastor Katie Estes Collins
katiec@fpcssp.org

Pastor Tom Watson
tomw@fpcssp.org

Mary Love
Administrative Assistant
admin@fpcssp.org

Linda Kachelmeier
Director of Music

lindakachelmeier@yahoo.com

Kendra Brodin
Organist and Director of Bells
kendrabrodin@yahoo.com

G
STk

In a pastoral emergency
outside of office hours:

Pastor Katie
651/457-1080 (home)
651/442-2126 (cell)

Pastor Tom
651/487-7760 (home)
612/718-1785 (cell)

I am one those people who hasn't
tired of Ryan Seacrest and Simon
Cowell just yet. | am an American
Idol addict. | will even admit to
having actually called in at one time
or another to vote for my favorite
contestant. On Tuesday nights, |
find myself trying to quickly move
committee meetings along so that |
can get home and maybe see the
final 2 or 3 singers. |fear that | am
making an idol of Idol, and
rationalize my behavior by telling
myself, “Well, at least it's not
Survivor”.

John Calvin wrote nearly 500
years ago, “Every one of us is, even
from his mother's womb, a master
craftsman of idols.” And it is just as
true, if not more so, today. We
create or allow other people to
create for us the images and stories
by which we make sense of the
universe and our place within it. We
then proceed to make idols of these
stories and worship them in typically
very unhealthy ways. Much of the
conflict and violence around the
world, in our own families and
communities, as well as in our own
lives is the result of competing idols
and our attachments to them.

We get a specific idea of God and
God’s will into our heads and we
will defend and fight for it at the
expense of all peace and
understanding whether it is the God
of another religion, denomination or
theological persuasion. But it's not
God we are defending, it is the label
that we have attached to the picture
in our heads. We also do this with
the Church and our own
congregation. We can make our
particular image of this congregation
into an idol, what we should be
doing or what we used to be like,
become attached to it and invest a
great deal of emotion and energy
into trying to convince others that

ours is the only way to be the
Church; like the congregation where
our grandchildren attend, like the
one we went to on our last vacation,
like the one we read about in the
newspaper, like the one we were
thirty years ago, you know better
congregations, correct
congregations.

As soon as we become attached to
an image and place a label on it,
whether God or our children or our
congregation or ourselves, we make
it that much harder for anything new
or surprising to break in and
transform us. Certainly it is easier
to live according to these labels. We
know what we believe and what to
do because that it what people in my
group do, but at what cost. When
we attach ourselves to the words and
symbols, the images and the
definitions, instead of to the reality
to which they were originally
intended to direct us, we do so out of
fear or the need to be in control and
we end up worshipping ourselves.
We become master craftsman of
idols.

May we not become so attached to
images of who we once were or who
we think we should become, that we
fail to be the church that we are right
now. A congregation who
welcomes guests and can’t seem to
receive new members quickly
enough. A congregation who
generously supports our ministry
and mission. A congregation who
cares and prays for the sick, the
grieving and the elderly. A
congregation who enjoys and
encourages its children and youth.

A congregation who laughs well and
plays hard. A congregation who
worships with deep devotion and
humble faith. If we must attach
ourselves to any images of the
church, let these be them, at least for
right now.



May 2, 2010
Communion
8:30 a.m. Education For All
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship
11:15 a.m. Senior Brunch
“If Ye Love Me” — Chancel Choir

May 9, 2010
8:30 a.m. Education For All
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship
“Walk in the Kingdom” — Celebration Singers

May 16, 2010
8:30 a.m. Adult Education and
Sunday School End-of-Year Party
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
11:00 a.m. Pancake Breakfast
Special music by Bells of Praise

May 23, 2010
Confirmation Sunday / Communion
8:30 a.m. Adult Education
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship
“O Sifuni Mungu” — Festival Choir, Voices of the
Heart, and the Sunday School Children

May 31, 2010
8:30 a.m. Adult Education
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship

Almost two years ago, the Session
commissioned a beautiful piece of
illuminated calligraphy of
Philippians 4: 4-7 in honor of Roger

Kutz's many years of faithful service As well as her freelance work, Judy

to this congregation as Clerk of

Adult Education

with her husband Jim in St. Paul
and is the mother of two grown
sons. In 1984, she opened a full
time studio calledPenscriptions

has exhibited in many galleries in

Session. We are now fortunate to be the greater St. Paul / Minneapolis

able to welcome the artist, Judy
Dodds, to display her art in the
Commons during the months of May
and June.

May 2: Judy will teach us about
her specific medium of art and the
creative process that goes into
producing it. ‘As a freelance
calligrapher and artist, | love the

area in both individual and group
shows.

May 9: Pastor Katie Estes
Collins will share with us “At Home
In God’s Family: Theological
Themes of Adoption.” On this
Mother’s Day we will consider the
biblical and theological issues
involved in the formation of non-

creative process and the challenge of biological families and consider

incorporating a variety of tools,
materials and techniques to present
the written word. It is with joy that |
create and share my work in the
hope of inspiring us to treasure our

how best to support and advocate
for adoptive families around us.
May 16: One week after our five
newest members were received by
the Session, the 2010 Confirmation

relationship with God and each other class will discuss their Statements
and to encourage us in affirming and of Faith and talk about what the

celebrating our lives and God's
presence in our world.'Judy lives

process was like for them; what

struggled with while composing
them.

May 23: Sister Carol Rennie, who
has twice led classes here at FPC,
will talk with us about God's
movement in each day and every
season of our lives. Spiritual
Direction is usually a process with
someone who has been trained to
make the journey with others. lItis a
contemplative practice and can be
worked on either by meeting
individually with a director or by
meeting as a group with a director.

Sister Carol has completed three
years of training for spiritual
direction. A professional educator,
she holds a BA in education from the
College of St. Benedict; an MA in
Education and Theology from the
University of Notre Dame; taught at
the School of Divinity at the
University of St. Thomas; and for the
last five years has been prioress of
St. Paul’'s Benedictine Monastery.

parts came easy and what parts they



While the senior high youth will
be spending a week working in
Belize and seeing the effects of
poverty on their brothers and sisters
outside of the United States, the
middle school youth are looking to
do exactly the same thing, but right
here in our own local communities.
We are looking at the possibility of
partnering with the Greater
Minneapolis Council of Churches to
participate in one of their Urban
Immersion Service Retreats.
Church groups come from all over

the country to serve and learn in this by faith communities. We will be
staying at the Russ Ewald Center far

program that is right here in our own
backyard. As part of the service
component, the youth will spend the
week volunteering in Twin Cities

homeless shelters, domestic violenceparents of middle school youth will

Yout Group

MISSION PROJECT
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centers, food shelves and affordable
housing projects. The retreat also
features an interactive exercise
about the survival choices homeless
and working-poor families must
make each month. Pay the heating
bill or feed the kids? Forgo health
insurance to pay the rent and pray
no one gets sick? The youth will
learn what roles self-worth,
chemical dependency, racism, the
economy and domestic violence
play in poverty and what is being
done to break the cycle particularly

Urban Studies, a 50 bed facility with
kitchen and shower amenities.
Hopefully by the time you read this,

have already received this
information. For those interested,
we will have an informational
meeting following one of the
worship services in May. The week
we are looking at is July 11-17 and
the cost is $140.

Calling all 2010 high school
graduates! You're probably
frantically finishing things up in
time for graduation, BUT, it's also
time to start planning a celebration
The Youth
2 Committee wants to

N recognize your
accomplishments on
Sunday, June 6. A

™ |etter was recently
sent out to you regarding this. Dor't
forget—we need you to send your
post-grad plans and a senior picturg
to the church office by May 10.
And don't forget to mark your
calendars for Sunday, June 6
(service is at 10:00 a.m.) ~ hope to
see you and your families there!

Senior High Youth

Once again it is Springfest in
Coon Rapids. Can't you smell the
cheese curds? If you haven't
signed up to work the cheese curds
booth
over the
weekend
of May
21-23,
please
contact
Joe or
Libby
Huettl. This is the last fundraiser
before many of the senior highs
head to Belize on their mission trip

Also, don’t miss out on the big
end-of-the-year event. Word is that
it will be a lot of fun.

Confirmation Class
Invited to Brunch

The Statements of Faith are being
written as we speak, some Session
members are almost as nervous as
the eighth graders, fruit needs to be
cut and muffins need to be baked—it
is time for the Session and
Confirmation Class Brunch once
again! Saturday, May 8 from 9:30
to 11:00 a.m. is the date and time,
and all Session members,
confirmands and their parents are
welcome and
expected to
attend!

Each spring as
our Confirmation
class draws to a
close, we
schedule a time
for this brunch
and we ask the
eighth graders to
present their personal statements of
faith to the Session. We enjoy a time
of fellowship together and delicious
food provided by the Session. We
invite elders and confirmands to
discuss the process and share their
faith, and we receive the youth into
full membership of the church. They
confirmfor themselves the faith
which was professed for them by
parents at their baptisms. Please
keep these young people and the
Session of our church in your
prayers at this important time in their
journey of faith.

Too late. The math test is over.”




Sunday, May 16, is the last day of gift to all our teachers and assistant
the year for our Sunday School This is an excellent way to show ouf
program and a special day to appreciation for those who share th¢

U

5.

celebrate our students, families and
teachers. All Sunday School
children and their families are
invited to join with our teachers for
breakfast in the Fellowship Hall
beginning at 8:30 a.m. Following
breakfast, we have a special program
planned with a slide show of the

ask that you please sign up on the
many faces of Children’s Ministry at kiosk in the Commons so we know
FPC-SSP and we will also present a how much breakfast to prepare.

faith and care for
our youngest
disciples, and a
fun event as
well. There is no
cost for the
program, but we

Women’s Salad Luncheon

Whip up that new salad recipe or
toss together your
long-time favorite—
it's time for the annual
women’s salad
luncheon! Women of
all ages are invited to
attend on Friday, May
14 at 1:00 p.m. at the
home of Kathy Junek. A sign-up
sheet is posted on the kiosk—please
help us plan by indicating what you
will bring: salad, bread or dessert.

The Book Club will meet in the
Commons on May 1 at 8:30 a.m. to
discussThe Daughter of Timby
Josphine Tey. Please note the date
change this month (we typically

meet the second
Saturday of each
month). Contact
Julie Vigness-
Pint with
questions.
Josephine Tey
re-creates one of
history's most famous, and vicious,
crimes in her classic bestselling
novel. Inspector Alan Grant of
Scotland Yard, recuperating from a
broken leg, becomes fascinated wit
a contemporary portrait of Richard
[l that bears no resemblance to the|
Wicked Uncle of history. Could
such a sensitive, noble face actually
belong to one of the world's most
heinous villains — a venomous
hunchback who may have killed his
brother's children to make his crown

secure? Or could Richard have beg¢n,

the victim, turned into a monster by
the usurpers of England's throne?
Grant determines to find out once
and for all, with the help of the
British Museum and an American
scholar, what kind of man Richard
Plantagenet really was and who

killed the Little Princes in the Tower. '

When thousands of Presbyterians
come to the Twin Cities in July for

the 2010 General Assembly of the PC
(USA) hundreds of volunteers will be

needed to make their visit
memorable.

Volunteer opportunities are
available from two days before the

Assembly begins (July1-2) as well as

from July 3-10, 2010. The
Minneapolis Convention Center is
the location for the meetings and for

the Sunday, July 4, Worship Service .

that all Minnesota Presbyterian
Churches are encouraged to attend.
The categories for volunteers are:

Office of the General Assembly
Assembly Set-Up / Tear-Down
Email Center Assistant
Exhibit Hall Monitors
GA Committee Support
Plenary Entrance Usher
Plenary Seating Usher
Registration / Ticket Sales Ass't

Hospitality
Airport Welcome Hosts

Convention Center Welcome
Host

Ecumenical/International Guest
Welcome

Hotel Welcome Hosts
Information Center Volunteer
Departure Baggage Handler
Special Needs Host

Media / Communications
Presbytery Exhibit Booth —
Set-Up & Take-Down

Special Events
Mission & Cultural Tours

(Including the Dead Sea Scrolls
exhibit at the Science Museum, a
canoe trip on the Mississippi, etc.)

Volunteers
Prayer Partners

Worship

Opening Worship

— Mass Choir

— Backstage

— Communion Servers

— Ushers
Transportation of Communion
Ware

To sign up as a volunteer:
1. Go to www.cola2010.0rg
2. Click on the blue Volunteer box
3. Log in as Iglewwe with the
phone number 651-457-3403
(including dashes).
4. That will bring you to the page
where you can create your own log-
in and password as well as find out
about each of the opportunities.

If you don’t have Internet access,
contact Lois Glewwe at 651/457-
3403 and she will help you sign up
for a volunteer opportunity.
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Thirty people were involved in

packing meals at
Feed My Starving
Children during the
month of April. Over
the two dates,
involving both FPC
and non-FPC
persons, just over
4,000 bags were
packed, which is

enough to feed approximately 26,0

people.

Our first pancake breakfast will be

after worship on May 16. Proceedsg
will go Forman
Christian College in
LaHore, Pakistan.
Forman College is
place where
Christians and
Muslim students
alike share the desire
to achieve the education that will
change their lives and the lives of
those around them.

As busy as we all seem to be,
sometimes it’'s the children that fall
through the cracks in spite of a

The goal of Bread for the World’s
advocacy campaign this year
(including letters to Congress) is to
protect and strengthen key credits
for low income working families.
The Reverend Nancy Maeker,
Director of A Minnesota Without
Poverty points out that the Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC) has
lifted more families with children
out of poverty than any other public
DOprogram. It has been our country’s
largest anti-poverty program and

since it was conceived under
President Nixon’s administration.

Important improvements were
made to the Earned Income Tax
Credit (EITC) and Child Tax Credit
in 2001 and 2003, 2008, and 2009.
However, these important
improvements expire this year. So
it is vital that every effort be made
to try to protect these important
sources for Bridging the Poverty
Gap for low income families.

Child Tax Credit:
Eligibility for lower-wage

culture that appears to cater to therm families: Benefits currently start at

The Pentecost Offering on May 23
has a goal of child advocacy, youth

"$3,000 income but could revert
back to a minimum income of

Help “Bridge the Gap” Out of Poverty

$11,300 to qualify. Many low-wage
families would lose eligibility and
benefits.

For example: Families
gualifying at the lowest eligible
levels for the
child tax credit
would see
benefits drop. A
single mom with
two kids making
minimum wage
($14,500) would

has received wide bipartisan support receive $1,750 under current law,

but only $270 if improvements made
in the 2009 Recovery Act (stimulus
package) expire.

Bread for the World is committed
to working to protect and strengthen
these key tax credits - to ensure that,
as a country, we continue to reach
out and help those in need.

We can participate in this
important effort by signing letters on
Sunday, May 16, prior to and
following the worship service.
Actually, personal letters are more
effective if you can, but we feel
signed letters by many members of
the congregation are also helpful.
Please make the effort to participate.

ministry and our denomination’s
Young Adult Volunteer promotion.
Since we are able to designate 409
of the offering, we will be sharing it
with the local Restorative Justice
program, a group that works with
grade school children.
Plans are being made for July’s
Homeless Shelter. We will need
help from all to
fill the necessary
volunteer slots.
There are many
homeless families
and we can be
part of the
solution to
provide a safe place to sleep in July

Many thanks to all who attended,
ate, supported and otherwise
celebrated the Campership Brunch

last
month!
We
raised
almost
$2,000
to
provide
campers from FPC-SSP with the
encouragement and support they
_need to attend summer camp at

Watch for further information.

Summer Camp Follow Up

Presbyterian Clearwater Forest. As
of this date, we are pleased to report
that 23 children and youth have
registered to attend camp, and the
church has paid $95 toward each of
those camper’s fees. And Morgan
Eiden was the lucky winner of our
free week drawing, so the church
pays $360 for her fee! Registration
is still open and we expect to get in
at least another handful of campers—
call the church office if you need
more information.
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Have you purchased stock in FPC
youth in the past? If you have, you
have probably seen your returns
flourish. You have a chance to
purchase shares in our youth AGAIN
as the youth are working on raising
funds for an international work trip
to Belize and they need your help.

Stock will be sold May 2, 9 and 16
in the Commons. Each share cost
$10. For your first share you will
receive a post card during the trip.
For the second share you will
receive, upon completion of the trip,
a travel journal and pictures by the

+

youth. (Due to remote location e-
mail will not be possible). For
your

purchase of

a third

share you

will

receive two

tickets to

the

Shareholder’s Dinner to be held
August 1. However, there is NO
limit on shares because there is N(
limit to how these youth will grow
from this experience!!

$%&%!

Mark your calendars now and
begin planning for a wonderful
learning and personal enrichment
experience for all ages at Synod
School this summer. The dates are
July 25-30, and Synod School is a

week of fun,
faith and
friends that
you won't
soon forget!
The school
provides a
welcoming
and safe
community
for people of
all ages and interests to learn, to
grow spiritually, and to share in
fellowship. Special programs for
children and youth (infant through
12" grade) allow parents (and

i

grandparents, aunts, uncles, etc.) t
attend classes with other adults,
knowing that their children are well
cared for and having a great time.
Classes range from basket weavin
and cake decorating to parenting
and computer programming, from
theology and Bible study to vocal
music and aging well. It all
happens at Buena Vista University
in Storm Lake, lowa, where
families and individuals stay in
dorms rooms and suite housing on
small liberal arts school campus,
attend daily worship and workshop
for every interest, share meals and
conversations with Presbyterians

)

a

Summer Sports

While for many congregations the
summer months are a time of peace
and quiet, at First Presbyterian this is
when we are only just hitting our
stride. Beginning on Monday night
May 3, the Men’s Softball team will
step up to the plate and take to the
field. Things are looking optimistic
as they have recruited some of our
new (and younger) members to
increase our winning ways. Then on
Sunday nights in June (we are still
waiting for information), the Co-ed
Kickball team will begin its annual
domination en route to what we are
sure will be a successful defense of
our league championship title.

There is still time to be a part of
either or both of these historic
endeavors. It is our hope that during
the summer months we will do a
little family barbecuing before the
Sunday night games. Sometime in
June the teams will be sponsoring an
All-Church barbeque to help offset
the costs. Even if you don'’t plan on
playing, you can still come out and
cheer on your teams.

Joe Huettl will be the manager for
the softball team and Eric Hanson
and Connie Prall will be managing
the kickball team. If you would like
to be on the team rosters, please
contact them or Pastor Tom and we
will get you a jersey and schedule.

and others from throughout our
synod, and generally have a lot of
fun. Flyers and more information
are available in the church office
and from Pastor Katie.

During my recent
surgery and
recovery, there were

Thank some bumps in the

You

These members and friends of FPC have had
surgery, been hospitalized or ill in recent weeRd!
Beyer, Betty Bohmert, Jean Sites, Willard Lee, Bea
Meers, Bill Beyer, Elaine Metcalf, Myrna Shannon,
Mary Lough, Colette Kasper, and Bonnie Milbrandt.

road. But each time,
there was
encouragement by the way of a
phone call, card or visit from one of
you. We truly do not walk alone.
Thank you for your support.

~ Betty Miller

Thank you so much to all those
who have remembered me in the past
months. It is much appreciated.

~ Bill Beyer
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