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Our belief that education and hard work guarantees employment that 
enables a family to enjoy life and save for the future is not a sure thing 
anymore. 
 
Neighbors, Inc. tells us that the numbers of adults needing to come to 
them for help with feeding their families has increased significantly 
over the last couple of years.  There is, through the Hunger Solutions 
organization, a state allocation of funds for food shelves.  What the 
food shelves receive from this “pot of money” is based on what they 
are able to accomplish in fund/food raising during the month of March.  
That is why it is essential that we do the very best we can for 
Neighbors this month.  Contributions of non-perishable food are 
greatly appreciated.  The buying power at Neighbors, Inc. is better 
than ours and so checks made out to First Presbyterian Church with 
“Neighbors” on the memo line is great!  
 
Some creative thinking will help reach a good goal for our local food 
shelf, such as saving all of your change, skipping eating out, trying 
some meatless meals, or drinking water instead of soda.  We’re all able 
to make a few changes that will help Neighbors, Inc. if we count our 
own blessings.  Your Mission Committee will keep a running account 
of how we are doing all through March and we’ll post it in a prominent 
place so you can watch the progress.  Get those thinking caps on … 
let’s see what a caring congregation is capable of accomplishing. 
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own experience of the father not just 
coming out to greet the son, but 
actually having to go and get the son 
and bring him home.  My 
celebration was a little less joyous 
and festive, though Bennigan’s is a 
very nice place, but the love I felt, 
the compassion and understanding 
and forgiveness, was just as real and 
powerful.  However, even though I 
had been received home, I continued 
to only see myself as the lost son.  I 
had grace offered to me, but had not 
fully accepted it.  Whether I didn’t 
feel worthy, had become too 
comfortable with this identity or 
liked the attention of being the lost 
and found son, I accepted the 
celebration, but resisted God’s 
transforming grace. 

One of the most difficult 
transitions in my own life has been 
the move from lost son to 
compassionate father.  The 
compassionate father gets much less 
attention and when the party is over 
has to pay for the fatted calf and 
clean up, all without much applause 
and gratitude.  It is easy to see 
ourselves as either the immature and 
irresponsible younger son or the 
self-righteous and resentful elder 
son, but I think who we are called to 
become is the loving and 
compassionate father who welcomes 
his son home with open arms and 
without judgment.  “To be 
compassionate as our Father is 
compassionate.” (Luke 6:36)  As we 
make our way home this season, 
focused on our own needs for 
forgiveness and acceptance, let us 
not forget those people in our lives, 
as well as those people who are still 
strangers to us, who need us to be 
that divine embodiment of welcome 
and unconditional love for them.  
Let us not become so comfortable 
with being God’s lost children that 
we fail to allow ourselves to be 
changed into the compassionate 
father. 
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"All human nature vigorously 

resists grace because grace changes 
us and the change is painful." - 
Flannery O’Connor. 

Apparently you need to take the 
final exam to pass the class.  This is 
a bit of wisdom I picked up my first 
year in college after failing all four 
of my classes the Spring trimester of 
my freshman year.  My life was 
falling apart and I was paralyzed 
with depression and addiction to try 
and pull myself together.  I don’t 
think I actually asked my father to 
come and get me, but I remember 
gathering up the courage and 
humility to call him on the 
telephone.  I must have sounded 
pretty sad and desperate because by 
the next afternoon he had driven 
from Minneapolis to Evanston, 
Illinois to come and bring me home.  
 I also remember going out for 
dinner with him that evening at the 
Bennigan’s restaurant just off the 
Northwestern campus.  I was 
already about as miserable as I could 
be and I was terrified to be on the 
receiving end of his temper and to 
hear the disappointment in his voice.  
Then he did the most unbelievable 
thing.  With tears in his eyes, he 
asked me how I was doing.  He 
listened.  He tried to understand.  He 
showed me compassion and love.  
The next morning, still with one 
more final exam scheduled, we 
packed my belongings into the car 
and he brought me home. 

I’m sure that the dramatic 
intensity of this particular moment 
has caused me to forget all the other 
times before this one, but to my 
recollection it is the first time I 
remembered feeling unconditionally 
loved by one of my parents. 

As I listen to the parable of the 
prodigal son that we are reflecting 
on during the Wednesday night 
services in Lent, I am struck by my 
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March 14, 2010 

8:30 a.m. Education For All 
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 

11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 
“And No Bird Sang” — Celebration Singers 

March 7, 2010 
Communion 

8:30 a.m. Education For All 
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
11:00 a.m. Campership Brunch 

“Be Still and Know” — Chancel Choir 

 

March 21, 2010 
8:30 a.m. Education For All 

10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

“Jesu, Joy and Treasure” — Festival Choir 

March 28, 2010 
Communion 

8:30 a.m. Education For All 
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 

11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 
“Give Me Oil in My Lamp” —  

Voices of the Heart, Sunday School children 

On all four Sundays in March we 
will continue our exploration and 
discussion around the emerging 
religious movement that goes by the 
term Progressive Christianity.  We 
will talk about what Progressive 

Christians 
believe (like 
anything, it 
is more of a 
spectrum) 
and how 
those beliefs 
translate 
into the life 
and ministry 

of congregations in areas such as 
worship, evangelism, mission and 
education. 

Though each individual 
progressive congregation expresses 
this new vitality in different ways, 
they all share some common and 
more general traits and attitudes.  
These are a insistence on Christianity 
with intellectual integrity, the belief 

Adult Education Opportunities 
that Christianity can be vital 
without claiming to be the only true 
or even best religion, a strong 
ecological and social justice 
commitment, a transgression of 
traditional gender boundaries and a 
spiritual vitality expressed through 
meditation, prayer, as well as a 
lively, participatory and arts-
infused worship service. 

The new and various voices that 
make up this grass roots movement 
propose less some new dream of 
Christianity or even one more 
denomination, but instead new 
ways to revitalize congregations 
and more specifically the people 
who are the Church and the body of 
Christ in the world. 

Come and join in the 
conversation as we discuss ways to 
increase our own spiritual vitality 
and how we are already a 
progressively Christian 
congregation even if we don’t use 
that term. 

The FPC Book Club will meet on 
Saturday, March 13, at 8:30 a.m. in 

the Commons to 
discuss The 
Pigman by Paul 
Zindel.  Please 
contact Julie 
Vigness-Pint with 
questions.  Books 
are available in 

the church office and are due back on 
or before March 13. 

When sophomores John and 
Lorraine played a practical joke a 
few months ago on a stranger named 
Angelo Pignati, they had no idea 
what they were starting.  Virtually 
overnight, almost against their will, 
the two befriended the lonely old 
man; it wasn't long before they were 
more comfortable in his house than 
their own.  But now Mr. Pignati is 
dead.  And for John and Lorraine, 
the only way to find peace is to write 
down their friend's story — the story 
of the Pigman. 

Book Club 
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Calling all 
high school 
seniors! 
Did you know 
that our church 
honors 
graduating 
seniors with 
scholarships every year to help with 
tuition, books etc.?  These awards 
are not guaranteed—there is an 
application process to determine who 
will be awarded scholarships and 
how much money will be awarded. 
So here is some information you 
need to have.  Letters with 
applications were sent to homes of 
2010 seniors in mid-February (if you 
haven’t received yours, please 
contact the office).  The application 
is fairly easy--make it yours!  We 
love those who think outside the box. 
Don’t let us hear that your parents 
wrote it for you—and we’ll know, oh 
yes, we’ll know.  There is a 
DEADLINE!!!  It is March 31, 2010 
and we are very firm about that. 
Applications not in the office by end 
of day on March 31 will NOT be 
considered (no matter how much we 
love you …).  If you have any 
questions feel free to contact Jan 
Mahoney. 

On Sunday, March 7, all 9th-12th 
graders are invited to meet at the 
church at 5:00 p.m. for some Little 
Caesar’s pizza (or something like 
that) before we travel north to 
Bethel University for their Youth 
MegaRally.  If you have not been to 
one of these before, they are high 
energy events with dynamic 
speakers, performers and musicians 
to challenge and inspire, as well as 
entertain you.  The event is from 
6:00 - 8:00 p.m. with a vespers 
worship service following.  If we 

choose to stay for the vespers 
service, we will be back to the 
church about 9:30 p.m.  Hopefully 
by the time you read this you will 
have already purchased your ticket, 
but, if not, the cost is $6. 

Also, as if that wasn’t enough, 
there will be a lock-in beginning at 
7:00 p.m. on Friday, March 19 and 
ending at 8:00 a.m. the next 
morning.  It is still not clear what 
exciting and potentially 
embarrassing endeavors will be 
planned, but you better believe that 
they will at least include a rescuing 
people from a burning apartment 
building challenge that was won so 
spectacularly last year by Joe, Sam 
and Kessie.  Actually, maybe we 
will wait another year on that one.  
Come and find out! 
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We are feeling really good about 
making it through February and 
snow-tubing without any broken 
bones or other injuries and so we 
are going to risk it all and have a 
lock-in this month.  Beginning on 
Friday night, March 12, at 7:00 p.m. 
we will have a great time of walking 
at a safe pace and keeping our feet 
on the ground or sitting very still 
while you watch “Zoolander.”  I 
still can’t believe that you didn’t 
watch it last fall.  Doesn’t anyone 
appreciate tradition anymore?  For 
approximately 13 hours we will do 
nothing that might increase the 
church’s insurance premiums until 
someone comes to pick you up the 
next morning at 8:00 a.m.  All 6th-
8th graders are invited.  Don’t miss 
the fun and excitement, and wear 
rubber soled shoes and lots of 
padding. 

Last Fall the senior high students 
participated in a fundraiser selling 
Heggie’s pizzas to earn money 
toward their mission trip to Belize 
and/or other summer church-
sponsored activities.  This 
fundraising was primarily done 
outside of the 
congregation so 
as not to appear 
that they were 
always hitting us 
up for financial support.  However, 
when some of our members found 
out after the fact, they were a little 
disappointed that nobody asked 
them.  This is their big chance and 
yours!  On Sundays in March, the 
youth will be taking orders for 
Heggie’s pizzas (if you haven’t had 
one before, they are delicious) in the 
Commons area for delivery in early 
April.  Is there a better way to 
celebrate Spring than with an entire 
freezer full of pizzas?  I really don’t 
think so. 
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Scholarship Applications 

Pizza Fundraiser 
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a year-round camp with 
programming for all ages, but the 
high point of its year for many 
among us is the residential summer 
camp program.  Clearwater Forest 
hosts seven full weeks of summer 
camp for children and youth—
children entering third grade in Fall 
2010 through youth who will 
graduate from high school in Spring 
2010.  First Presbyterian Church of 
South St. Paul has a long history of 
sending our kids to Clearwater 
Forest.  In recent summers we have 
had some of the largest total campers 
of any single church and this is 
where we need your help.  Camp 

costs are going up, like every cost in 
our lives, and we want to make sure 
that every child who wants to go to 
camp can have that wonderful 
experience.  
Come join us for 
brunch after 
worship on 
Sunday, March 
7 and make your 
gift to our camp 
scholarship 
funds.  You may 
be the one who 
makes a difference for one child, one 
youth, one family—imagine how that 
would feel!  
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PSSST! WANT THE 
LATEST NEWS? 

 
The church office is in the process 
of collecting and updating the email 
addresses of members and friends—
do YOU want to hear from us 
online?  We’d anticipate using this 
method of communication to inform 
our community of faith about prayer 
concerns, special needs, and 
upcoming events in the life of the 
congregation.  If you would like to 
be included, email the office at 
admin@fpcssp.org with your 
preferred email address; subject line 
“Email list”.  No other 
correspondence should be included 
in this email.  Thanks! 

Over the past few months, we have 
been blessed to see a number of new 
faces and some more familiar ones 
that we haven’t seen for awhile 
worshipping with us, as well as 
participating in various programs and 
events.  Many of them have let it be 
known to the pastors that they would 
like to be invited to our next new 
member’s lunch.  Well, now is that 
time.  On Sunday, March 14, 
following the worship service the 
Communications and Membership 
Committee will be hosting an 
informal gathering in the Knox Room 

to learn more about becoming a 
member and how to get involved in 
the various programs and ministries 
of this congregation.  And lunch will 
be served.  Even if you are not 
currently interested in membership, 
but would like to know more about 
who First Presbyterian Church of 
South St. Paul is and where you 
might find a place for yourself here, 
please know that you are welcome.  
Also, there are a few of you out there 
who may have been active members 
in the past who have drifted away 
either geographically or spiritually 
and now find yourselves back here at 
home, and are interested in joining 
us again, you too are welcome.  
Please let either Pastor Tom or 
Pastor Katie know of your interest, 
even though they have probably 
already talked to you by now.  We 
are so glad to have you here with us! 
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Whether you are wearying of 
winter, flinging yourself into spring 
or just starting to schedule your 
summer, it is time to “camp it up” 
and join us for Campership Brunch 
on Sunday, March 7!  This annual 

event is a special 
morning to turn 
our attention to 
Presbyterian 
Clearwater Forest 
Camp in 
Deerwood, 
Minnesota, the 

beautiful camp and conference 
facility co-owned by our presbytery 
and four others.  Clearwater Forest is 

Per Capita for 2010 is $30.01  
per confirmed member of the church 
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on both sides of the border.  While 
difficult to quantify at this time, their 
efforts, particularly in places not 
reached by international 
humanitarian actors, are crucial for 
the survival and relative well-being 
of tens of thousands of earthquake 
survivors in the cities, as well in 
rural parts of Haiti, where more than 
450,000 people have sought refuge.  
In these areas local community 
networks and self-help groups are 
often the sole providers of 
assistance.  Working with them, 
CWS and other ACT members have 
been able to care and support the 
survivors from the moment the 
earthquake hit Haiti. 

All End Hunger Now giving for 
this first quarter of 2010 will be sent 
to Haiti Earthquake relief through 
CWS.  Our giving is an answer to 
many prayers. 

Since the earthquake hit parts of 
Haiti on January 12, the Church 
World Service (CWS)-supported 
ACT Alliance has assisted more 
than 150,000 people.  The majority 
of people are assisted with ongoing 
support such as 
water, 
sanitation, 
shelter or 
regular food 
supplies or 
meals.  Others 
have received 
relief items such 
as cash, family 
kits or hygiene sets.  Others have 
benefitted from medical assistance 
and supplies to health clinics. 

Churches and other civil society 
networks in Haiti and in the 
Dominican Republic are working 
with members of the ACT Alliance 

After one month in Haiti:  Church World Service-
supported ACT Alliance helps 150,000 people  

Surprise!  Something is changing!  
If you arrive at church on a Sunday 
morning and don’t see the usual 
friendly greeters in their usual place 
please don’t worry.  The greeters will 
be moving 
around for 
the next few 
weeks as we 
determine 
how we can 
be even 
more 
welcoming 
to visitors and regular attenders.  We 
also hope to have greeters at the 
doors following worship so they can 
connect with any first-time attenders 
who didn’t pick up their special gift 
mug.  Please remember to say 
“thanks” to the dozens of people who 
volunteer to greet on Sundays.  They 
truly make our church a warm and 
friendly place for all. 

����������������

Need to put some Spring in your 
step?  How about in your house or 
that of a church member who can't 
make it out?  Do so by ordering a 

beautiful Easter 
plant!  The 
plants will 
adorn the 
sanctuary on 
Easter Sunday, 
and then are 
yours to take 
after the 10:00 
a.m. service.   
We will be 
taking orders in 

the Commons on February 28, 
March 7, and March 14.  Stop by the 
table after worship and order your 
flowers. 
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Even in this economy, we are still 
among the richest people in the 
world and we live in conditions so 
much better than most of the world.  
Let’s do our best to bring healing to 
families who suffer here at home and 
around the world.  Please contribute 
what you can to The One Great Hour 
of Sharing collection on Easter 
Sunday, April 4.  You may use the 
envelope that came in your monthly 
mailing, use the envelope provided 
in the pew, or simply put a check in 
the offering plate.  Make checks out 
to First Presbyterian Church and 
mark the memo line “OGHS.” 

As Presbyterians, we 
have four major 
denominational 
offerings each year.  
The One Great Hour 
of Sharing offering 
is our opportunity to 
share God’s love 
with those in need.  
Your contribution 
will support disaster 
relief efforts, refugee 
assistance, and 
community 

development that will help people 
start new lives.    

Blanket Sunday Update 
We are pleased to announce that 

our goal of Church World Service 
blankets was surpassed beyond our 
expectations.  We hoped for 300 and 
received funds enough for 447 
blankets.  How wonderful that we 

were able to 
respond so 
generously to the 
needs of 
homeless in the 
world. 
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During the worship service on 
Sunday, March 21, the Festival Choir 
will be presenting a special work:  
“Jesu, My Joy and Treasure” by 

Dietrich 
Buxtehude 
(buks-teh-hu-
deh).  
Buxtehude is 
German-
Danish 

composer from the Baroque period, 
especially known for his organ 
music.  His style greatly influenced 
the better-known J.S. Bach.   

Joining us in presenting this 
cantata will be soprano soloist Carrie 
Henneman-Shaw and bass soloist 
Mark Dietrich.  You may remember 
Carrie from last year’s “Requiem” by 

� ����� ��������!����
John Rutter.  
Mark was the 
bass in Dare to 
Breathe and 
they both 
currently sing 
with Linda in 
the Rose 
Ensemble.  
Violinist 
Ginna Watson 
will add her 
violin and years of studied Baroque 
training as she often plays with the 
Lyra Baroque Orchestra.  It will be 
quite different from the fiddling she 
did here last Advent! 

Put it on your calendars—Sunday, 
March 21.  You won’t want to miss 
this special musical offering! 

Thank you!  Thank you!  As of 
February 15, we have already taken a 
huge bite out of our projected budget 
deficit for 2010.  Over 41 giving 
units have given an additional 50-
cents a day, or $167 or more as a 

special gift 
towards 
eliminating 
our potential 
$15,000 
shortfall.   
If 100 total 
giving units 
each made 

that commitment by Tax Day, April 
15, 2010, we could move forward 
without a deficit concern for the rest 
of the year.   

Special envelopes were sent with 
last month’s Tower Views and are 
also available in the pew racks and 
on the special display on the kiosk.  
Please give whatever you can to this 
effort.   

Thank you to everyone for your 
thoughts and prayers, cards, 
flowers, and phone calls during my 
recent knee surgery and recovery. 

 ~ MaryAnn Cheyne 
 
I want to thank everyone for all 

their calls and cards while going 
through my surgery.  The prayer 
shawl was with me all the way. 

 ~ Patricia Drake 

50-Cents-a-Day  
Fund Update 

12 participants.  Please sign up on 
the kiosk display in the Commons 
or call Nancy Curl with any 
questions. 

Stampers, paper crafters and card-
senders of any kind are invited to a 
special spring card-making workshop 
on Sunday, March 28 at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Commons.  Maybe you need to 
make a special Easter card, or a 
handful of thank-you notes, or you 
have lots of spring birthdays in your 
calendar—come make some 
gorgeous cards with us!  We will 
provide all the materials for seven 
different greeting cards, including the 
hands-on instructions and assistance 
to complete them for only $15 per 
person.  This workshop is limited to 

�"#$%�"&�����'#&��'( �

These members and friends of FPC have had 
surgery, been hospitalized or ill in recent weeks:  Joel 
Bennett, Bill Beyer, Betty Bohmert, Jean Sites, 
Willard Lee, Jerry Olson, Don Stahl, Rochelle 
LeTourneau, Carole Donaldson, Betty Miller, and 
Lisa Odland. 
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is a monthly publication of the  

First Presbyterian Church, South St. Paul, MN 
 

Rev. Katie Estes Collins 
Rev. Tom Watson 
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“All Are Welcome Here” 
 

535 20th Avenue North 
South St. Paul  MN  55075 

Phone:  651/451-6223 
Fax:  651/451-3866 

 

www.fpcssp.org 
admin@fpcssp.org 

 

Education For All at 8:30 a.m. 
   Worship Celebration at 10:00 a.m. 
  Coffee and Fellowship at 11:00 a.m. 
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