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is charged with welcoming those 
arriving at the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
airport on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday, July 1-3—if you’d like to 
sit at the welcome booth at the 
airport and provide the “face of MN 
hospitality” with me, I’d be 
delighted to have you!  (And 
parking for volunteers is free!) 

If you are still reading this article, 
here’s the part you really need to 
know:  As this issue of the Tower 
Views goes to print, the Session of 
FPC-SSP is considering the 
recommendation of our Worship 
Committee with strong support from 
both pastors that we show our 
presbytery, the General Assembly, 
the denomination and our whole 
community that we are part of a 
larger church family by committing 
to attend the opening worship 
service on Sunday, July 4th at the 
Minneapolis Convention Center as a 
congregation.  This would mean a 
change (!!!) to our regular worship 
schedule for that weekend, with no 
Sunday morning service held here at 
our site.  The proposal is that we 
worship together here on Saturday 
evening, July 3 at 6:30 p.m., with ice 
cream cones and sundaes replacing 
our regular fellowship fare of donuts 
and coffee.  Then we’d gather again 
on Sunday morning to carpool and 
caravan to the General Assembly 
worship service.  Some of us will 
choose to sing in the mass choir, 
usher or serve communion at that 
service; others will only want to 
attend and worship together with 
some 7,000 other Presbyterians.  
Some may not be physically able to 
attend, and we will count on their 
prayers and support as we go in their 
name.  All of us will be displaying 
our commitment to claim our name 
as Presbyterians and share in the 
glorious faith we proclaim.  It’s a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience for 
most—won’t you come share it with 
me? 
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    It’s being billed as a “Presbyterian 
Family Reunion,” with thousands of 
people young and old in attendance 
from all over the country.  More 
than 700 commissioners, ministers 
and elders duly elected by their 
presbyteries, are charged with 
conducting the business of our 
national denomination over a week 
of worship services, informational 
presentations, meetings, debates and 
votes.  Hundreds of others will assist 
in hospitality, service, and support to 
make it happen.  This is the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) and it is coming to 
the Twin Cities for the first time in 
30+ years.  This event takes place 
from July 3 through July 10 at the 
Convention Center in Minneapolis.  
But why should we care, right? 

We care because we are part of a 
connectional church, part of 
something much bigger than 
ourselves and our own little issues, 
and this is a nice reminder of that 
fact.  We care because we love the 
church, because we are committed 
to its health and well-being, and this 
is our chance to contribute to that.  
We care because we are needed, 
because we have energy and 
enthusiasm and ability to do it, and 
this is when we show that.  Please 
plan to join me and others from our 
congregation in participating in 
General Assembly next month.  
Plenty of information has already 
been shared about how you can 
volunteer to help—praying at home 
for a particular commissioner or 
other entity of the GA, welcoming 
participants at the Convention 
Center, serving communion or 
ushering or simply attending the 
grand worship service on July 4, 
accompanying a motor coach tour of 
an area attraction, and much more.  
See our local liaison Lois Glewwe if 
you have not yet signed up.  I am 
personally part of the committee that 
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Monday 8:30 a.m. -  12:30 p.m. 
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In a pastoral emergency  
outside of office hours: 

 

Pastor Katie   
651/457-1080 (home)  
651/442-2126 (cell) 

 

Pastor Tom    
651/487-7760 (home) 
612/718-1785 (cell) 
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June 13, 2010 
8:30 a.m. Adult Education 

10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
11:00 a.m. Summer Sports BBQ 

June 6, 2010 
8:30 a.m. Adult Education 

10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

Graduation Sunday 

June 20, 2010 
8:30 a.m. Adult Education 

10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

June 27, 2010 
8:30 a.m. Adult Education 

10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
11:00 a.m. Pancake Breakfast 

June 6:  The Dead Sea Scrolls are 
considered one of the greatest 
archaeological discoveries of our 
time.  The 2,000 year old documents 
shed light onto a little-known period 
in religious history.  They are some 
of the oldest surviving written 
documents in human history.  The 
Scrolls contain original texts from 
the Bible and writings that tell about 
the laws and society of Jewish 
culture.  They were discovered in a 
cave along the northwestern shore of 
the Dead Sea in 1947.  Debate 
continues on who the authors may 
have been and they provide a 
snapshot of what life was like 
around the time of Christ.  If you 
have seen the exhibit at the Science 
Museum, this may give you an 
opportunity to consider it more.  If 
you plan to visit the exhibit this will 
preview for you what the exhibit is 
all about.  Dr. Ed Fleming, the 
Science Museum's Curator of 
Archaeology, will talk about the 
exhibit and invite questions.  

June 13-27:  From the same people 
that produced the Living the 
Questions series we studied last 
summer comes a new DVD based 
curriculum on the historical Jesus and 
the Kingdom of God titled "First 
Light" filmed on location in Galilee 
and Jerusalem with Marcus Borg and 
John Dominic Crossan.  We will 
meet every Sunday through Labor 
Day to discuss the questions raised 
such as:  Why did Jesus happen when 
he happened?  Why the confluence of 
the Baptism movement of John and 
the Kingdom movement of Jesus? 
Why the tiny villages around the 
Lake?  Why the confrontations in 
Jerusalem?  Why then?  Why there? 
What were the priorities of Jesus' 
proclamation of the Kingdom?  You 
do not need to attend every Sunday to 
participate in the class as each 
session is self-contained.  The classes 
will be facilitated by Paul Truran, as 
well as Pastors Katie and Tom on 
occasion. 
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Have you been to the new stadium 
yet?  Are you as excited about 
outdoor baseball as the rest of our 
state seems to be?  Here’s your 
chance to join family and friends 

from the 
church and 
wider 
community 
for a 
Minnesota 
Twins game at 
the new 
Target Field.  
The date is 

Tuesday, June 15 and the Twins will 
host the Colorado Rockies for a 7:00 
p.m. game.  This $30 ticket package 
is available to us again this year 
through the River Heights Chamber 
of Commerce and will include bus 
transportation to and from the game 
as well as our ballpark seats.  
(Previous years have featured a 
special picnic dinner and program for 
our group before the game, but that 
part of the package is unfortunately 
unavailable.)  Tickets are available 
through  John Marien.  We have had 
a great showing for this community-
wide event the last few years and 
would love to have you and your 
family and friends join us this year.   

Take Us Out To the 
Ballgame 

Monday 
 

8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
Pastor’s day off 

 

Tuesday - Friday 
 

8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
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We are well into our plans for 
hosting Project Home throughout the 
month of July.  We are grateful to 
Luther Memorial, St. John Vianney, 

and Clark 
Memorial for 
helping out, 
however FPC is 
still responsible 
for finding hosts 
for two weeks 
during the month.  

Volunteers are needed in the early 
evening hours to greet our guests, 
play with the children, assist with 
snacks, and help them get settled for 
bedtime.  At least two people are 
needed to stay overnight and to make 
sure that our guests rise on time to be 
taken back to the Dorothy Day 
Center.  If you would like to  
volunteer, please contact Jerry or 
Kathy Auth or the church office. 

More than a billion people 
worldwide lack clean water, and 
more than 2.1 million people, most 
of them children, die each year from 
waterborne disease. Water cannot 
be taken for granted. 

Some experts predict that by the 
middle of this century people in 
over 60 countries could face water 
shortages.  At the heart of the threat 
to future water supplies is the 
destruction of ecosystems.  For 
example, over half the countries in 
Africa are “water-stressed.”  Lack 
of access to water affects the life of 
vulnerable populations, making the 
simple task of collecting water a 
tremendous burden. 

World Water Day 2010 
commemorates the importance of 
water throughout the world.  The 
theme for World Water Day 2010 is 
“Clean Water for a Healthy World,” 

��	����������������	����� �������������� �
a reminder that 1.1 billion people in 
the world still rely on unsafe sources 
of drinking water. 

End Hunger Now giving for May 
and June will go to the “Water for 
All” programs of Church World 
Service that support communities in 
obtaining and managing their own 

potable water 
supplies and 
water shed 
sources. 
   Our End 
Hunger giving 
for the Church 

World Service appeal for the 2010 
Haiti earthquake in January through 
April totaled $1,701.  We are deeply 
grateful for so many First 
Presbyterian families who make a 
faithful commitment month after 
month to the worldwide effort to End 
Hunger Now.  

One went out early, some of us late 
Because of a conflict with our road 
     clean-up date. 
We’ve picked trash in cold and 
     picked trash in the heat, 
We’ve picked trash in drizzle to 
     make Wentworth neat. 
But picking in downpours isn’t much 
     fun,  
And logic will tell you it’s more fun 
     in the sun. 
 

But “Mission Accomplished” is 
     always the goal, 
To get the job done and not take a  
    toll 
On the folks who so kindly consent 
     to come out, 
And when we are finished we may 
    utter a shout: 
“Oh hooray, we are finished and 
     isn’t it sweet?” 
Just drive went on Wentworth, it 
     really looks neat! 

Road Clean Up:  A Poem 

Our first pancake breakfast for 
2010 took place on May 16 and the 
profits went to Forman Christian 
College in Lahore, Pakistan.  The 
college is back in the care of the 
Presbyterian Church and has a large 
number of Christian students and 
faculty working along side Muslim 
faculty and students.  This represents 
the cooperation that is possible 
between Christians and Muslims 
when each group has a shared 
educational goal. 

The next breakfast will be on June 
27.  Proceeds will be given to the 
Family Place in St. Paul.  Family 
Place is the daytime “stopping off” 
place for homeless families so that 
they can do laundry, shower, eat and 

receive help in finding employment 
and housing.    

Easter seems far in the past, but we 
need to let you know that you 
generously shared in the One Great 
Hour of Sharing Offering to the tune 
of $2,564.  We can be thankful that 
the requests that come to us are so 
graciously accepted and answered as 
we are called to do. 

About 20 pairs of tennis shoes 
were sent away, some in good 
enough shape to be dropped off in 
Woodbury where another person will 
be able to use them.  The others were 
sent to be recycled. 

The next item we are collecting are 
the plastic bottle caps … those with a 
number 5 on the inside, flip top caps, 
detergent caps, shampoo caps and 
even peanut butter covers.  The 
criteria is screw tops, but not the 
“bendy” or “squishy” ones.  Please 
wash them and then deposit them in 
the container in the entry way. 

Project Home 
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slums of Williamsburg has 
enchanted and inspired millions of 

readers for 
more than sixty 
years.  By turns 
overwhelming, 
heartbreaking, 
and uplifting, 
the daily 

experiences of the unforgettable 
Nolans are raw with honesty and 
tenderly threaded with family 
connectedness -- in a work of literary 
art that brilliantly captures a unique 
time and place as well as incredibly 
rich moments of universal 
experience. 

The Book Club will meet June 19 
at 8:30 a.m. in the North Commons.  
We will be discussing A Tree Grows 
in Brooklyn by Betty Smith.  
Contact Julie Vigness-Pint with 
questions. 

This beloved American classic is 
about a young girl's coming-of-age 
at the turn of the century.  Betty 
Smith's A Tree Grows in Brooklyn is 
a poignant and moving tale filled 
with compassion and cruelty, 
laughter and heartache, crowded 
with life and people and incident.  
The story of young, sensitive, and 
idealistic Francie Nolan and her 
bittersweet formative years in the 
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Congratulations to the Class of 

2010!  We will honor these students 
on Sunday, June 6: 

Bethany Bourgoin is graduating 
from Simley High School and will be 
attending the University of 
Minnesota, Duluth this fall.  She 
plans to major in Studio Arts with an 
emphasis in photography. 

Courtney Campbell is graduating 
from Apple Valley High School.  
She plans to major in Elementary 
Education at the University of 
Minnesota, Duluth. 

Alec Loehrer is graduating from 
Eagan High School and will be 
attending Coe College in Cedar 

Rapids, Iowa.  He plans to major in 
Physics with an eye to a graduate 
degree in Biomechanical 
Engineering. 

Kessie Lowery is graduating 
from South St. Paul High School.  
She will attend the University of 
North Dakota, Grand Forks this fall 
to study Air Traffic Control. 

Emily Watson is graduating 
from Como Park High School and 
will attend the College of St. 
Benedict.  She plans to major in 
Biology and Psychology and hopes 
to eventually attend veterinary 
school. 

Thank you for all the calls, cards, 
well wishes and warm hugs during 
and after my recent hospital stay.  
You know who you are and you 
mean so much to me. 

With great appreciation, 
 ~ Bonnie Milbrandt 
 
Thank you for all the prayers and 

cards I’ve received during my recent 
illness and hospitalization.   

 ~ Mary Lough 
 
Thank you for the cards, concerns, 

and prayers.  They were greatly 
appreciated.  Once again, I felt arms 
wrapped around me in loving care. 

 ~ Elaine Metcalf  

These members and friends of FPC have had surgery, 
been hospitalized or ill in recent weeks:  Bill Beyer, 
Betty Bohmert, Jean Sites, Willard Lee, Bea Meers, 
Mary Pruitt, Phyllis Krefting, Linda Kalbler. 

 

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to 
Mary Olson upon the death of her husband, Jerry. 

The congregation also extends its sympathy to 
Connie Prall on the death of her father. 

 

Congratulations to Danielle and Josh Ullom on the 
birth of their daughter, Aliyah Joyce, on May 2, 2010. 
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535 20th Avenue North 
South St. Paul  MN  55075 

Phone:  651/451-6223 
Fax:  651/451-3866 

www.fpcssp.org 
admin@fpcssp.org 

Adult Education at 8:30 a.m. 
    Worship celebration at 10:00 a.m. 
  Coffee and Fellowship at 11:00 a.m. 
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is a monthly publication of the  

First Presbyterian Church, South St. Paul, 
MN 

 

Rev. Katie Estes Collins 
Rev. Tom Watson 

Pastors 
 

Mary Love 
Administrative Assistant 


