A meeting of the congregation of
First Presbyterian Church
has been called for
Sunday, January 31, 2010
Immediately following worship.

Lunch will be served in
Fellowship Hall
following the meeting.



For Your
Information

First Presbyterian Church
535 20th Avenue North
South St. Paul, MN 55075
651/451-6223
www.fpcssp.org

“All Are Welcome Here”

Office Hours:

Monday
Pastors day off

Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Email Addresses:

Pastor Katie Estes Collins
katiec@fpcssp.org

Pastor Tom Watson
tomw@fpcssp.org

Mary Love
Administrative Assistant
admin@fpcssp.org

Linda Kachelmeier
Director of Music
lindakachelmeier@yahoo.com

Kendra Brodin
Organist and Director of Bells
kendrabrodin@yahoo.com
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In a pastoral emergency
outside of office hours:

Pastor Katie
651/457-1080 (home)
651/442-2126 (cell)

Pastor Tom
651/487-7760 (home)
612/718-1785 (cell)

| have put a lot more thought into

not call any of us to hide our light
under a bushel basket, but instead
put it on the lampstand where it can
give light to the entire house. God

it this year than in previous ones and calls us to risk everything, including

| think that my New Year’s
resolution for 2010 is to risk failure
more often. Listening to the songs
of angels telling me throughout
Advent and Christmas to “Fear not”
and to “Be not afraid” has made me
realize just how many of my
choices, my decisions (or lack

being laughed at and less than
constructively critiqued at every

turn. In fact often times these
conflicts and confrontations are a
sign of growth and faithfulness.

Each one of us has been wonderfully
and fearfully made with a variety of
gifts for the upbuilding of the

thereof), are made from a position of Church and the realization of the

fear. And from conversations | have
had with many of you, | am not
alone.

There are too many times when

Kingdom of God. We must not let
any one person, including and
especially ourselves, or any group of
people or any institution, deny these

we have a thought or an idea that we 9ifts or make us ashamed of them.

do not share because we fear that
someone will shoot it down or
publicly point out our lack of
sufficient knowledge regarding a
situation and its long history of
debate and discussion. There have

Hear the words of Nelson
Mandela from his 1994 inaugural
address as the new President of
South Africa: “Our deepest fear is
not that we are inadequate. Our
deepest fear is that we are powerful

been times when we have thought of beyond measure. It is our light, not

something new or a different way of
doing something, but kept silent
because the almost antagonistic
pessimism is too much to bear.
Someone can only be told that they
are wrong or naive or ignorant so
often before they retreat into
themselves, hold their tongues and
nod their heads. We don't attempt a
new program because only a few
people will come. We don't attempt
a new way because it will never
work. We are afraid to risk failure,
to risk being wrong, and so we only
say and do those things that we
know will succeed and be met with
widespread approval.

There is a somewhat familiar
quotation attributed to a number of
different people that goes something
like: “Never doubt that a small
group of thoughtful, committed
people can change the world.
Indeed it is the only thing that ever
has.” | would add to that list of
qualities: imaginative, courageous,
risk-taking and humble. God does

our darkness, that frightens us most.
We ask ourselves, ‘Who am | to be
brilliant, gorgeous, talented, and
famous?’ Actually, who are you not
to be? You are a child of God.
Your playing small does not serve
the world. There is nothing
enlightened about shrinking so that
people won't feel insecure around
you. We were born to make
manifest the glory of God that is
within us. It's not just in some of
us; it's in all of us. And when we let
our own light shine, we
unconsciously give other people
permission to do the same. As we
are liberated from our own fear, our
presence automatically liberates
others.”

This New Year and this Epiphany
may your light shine!



January 10, 2010
January 3, 2010 Communion
8:30 a.m. Education For All 8:30 a.m. Education For Al
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship
January 17, 2010 January 24, 2010
8:30 a.m. Education For All 8:30 a.m. Education For All
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship

January 31, 2010
8:30 a.m. Education For All
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
11:00 a.m. Annual Meeting and Lunch

Adult Education Opportunities

During the month of January the  at the Presbyterian Church of All safe, valued and respected. Facing
Adult Education classes will focus  Nations in Columbia Heights. This Race meets people and institutions
on how we can be more welcoming congregation is unique in thatitis  where they are, giving them the tools
and inclusive of those of our only one of a handful of they need to discuss the issue and
neighbors who are of a different race congregations in the U.S. withno  moving them to take action to end
or ethnic background than ourselves, ethnic majority. Its membership is racism and discrimination.

whatever race or ethnic background made up of 32% Asian, 37% white, ~ “New Conversations About Race
you may be. 20% black, and 10% Latino, with and Racism” is intended to create
On January 3 & 10we hope to over 20 nations represented in their new opportunities for individuals and
have members of our presbytery’'s ~ membership. Their pastoral staff ~ groups to discuss the topic of racism
Committee on Representation come includes people who hail from in a safe and productive
and give a presentation on how we asKorea, Kenya, Sudan, Brazil, Japan environment. Conversations or
a presbytery are attempting to be and the U.S., both Euro- and attempted conversations about race
more racially and ethnically African American. that result in feelings of blame, guilt
inclusive in our increasingly multi- Beginning on January 17 and and anger are “old” conversations.
cultural communities. Elder Bitsy running through February 7 we Old conversations, while well
Brazill is a member of the will be participating in a 4-session  intended, may not lead to positive
Committee on Representation and ~ program created as part of the outcomes for all participants. The
was valuable contributor to their “Facing Race” initiative through the New Conversations approach was
recent report to the presbytery. St. Paul Foundation called “New developed on the principle that
We are also inviting the Moderator Conversations About Race and people can discover different ways to
of the presbytery, Jin S. Kim, to Racism.” talk about the issue of race when
come and talk us with about the The vision of Facing Race is to provided the tools and resources in a

future of the denomination and local create a more equitable, just and non-threatening environment.
congregations. Jin is also the pastor open region in which everyone feels




For all youth from 8 grade
through 1% grade, you are cordially
invited to spend an entire weekend
January 22-24, with Jan Mahoney
and Bill Lee. If that is not enough t
peak your interest,
and it certainly
should be, they will
be taking all comers
up to Presbyterian
Clearwater Forest
for Snow Camp.
Actually, given the
typical size of our group there will
be other adult chaperones/drivers
going along as well. We just
haven't tricked them into it yet. We
will attempt to leave by 5:30 p.m. o
Friday and return by 2:00 p.m. on

Sunday afternoon. The cost is $75,

There will be broomball on the lake
snowshoeing through the woods ar
singing by the fire as you warm up
after broomball and snowshoeing.
Bring warm clothes. And, did |
mention, bring warm clothes?

Senior High Event

The senior high youth group
currently has 25 spots reserved to
package meals at the Feed My
Starving Children facility in Eagan

' on Saturday, January 30, from 7:00
9:00 p.m. This
. | isopento
. senior high
4 students first
\ and if any
[ | spaces remain
| we will open it
"9 | up to members
0 £ ofthe
et Confirmation
SVIN(- ‘ class. Five to
' | seven of those
A" spots will be
'filled by adult

D

" chaperones.

Over 18,000 children around the
world die from starvation everyday.
" In 2008, 310,000 Feed My Starving
'dchildren volunteers produced 73.6

million life-giving meals. What an

easy way to save a life. See you
there!

Senior High Nerd
Bowling

Back by somewhat popular
demand, on Sunday, January 10, the
senior high group will be making a
pilgrimage to mysterious West St.
Paul to do a little nerd bowling at the
exotic and luxurious Westside Lanes.
The details of
the current plan,
which by now
you should have
learned are
subject to
change, are to
meet at the
church at 5:30
p.m. to have dinner together and then
go bowling. You are encouraged to
dress in (in)appropriately thematic
attire, or for some of you, your
regular wardrobe will be fine. The
only thing that Westside Lanes asks
is that we do our very best to keep
the bowling balls from going into
other people’s lanes. Be there and
be square!

It is time to inform you that once
again the senior high youth are
going into the “lawn greeting
industry.” Who knew? The money

raised will be used to help them get

to Belize for their summer mission
trip in June. | will only venture a
wild guess that Belize in June will
be warmer than a February night in
Minnesota.

wants to beautify your lawn is
willing to
pay more

than your

$40. A

message is
left with the
flamingos
informing the
“victim” that

Flamingos will be sold January 10, this is part of

17, and 24 and delivered on Friday
and Saturday nights throughout
February, or unless special
arrangements are made. The cost

a fundraiser

for our 2010

work camps
isand that

$20 for approximately 25 flamingos; someone will

you may also purchase insurance f
$40. Insurance allows you to not g

ofbe by to pick them up the next
etafternoon.

flamingo-ed, unless the person who

Kid's Club Dance Party

Families and children of all ages
are invited to a rockin' fun dance
party on Sunday, January 24, from
4:00 to 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowhip
Hall. "DJ Dave" will be spinnin' the
hits so bring o
your favorite » ,,’:"5
CDs. Dinner e
will be
provided. Just
bring your
socks cause
you'll be
dancin' them
off.

Please sign
up on the kiosk in the Commons.
We hope to see you there.
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On Sunday, January 17, 2010,
immediately after Fellowship Time,
the Session will host an
informational meeting to discuss the

establishment of an emergency fund from the sale
for FPC-SSP. The Session voted in over 15 years

October to move $50,000 of the

Permanent Endowment Fund into an accessible

Emergency Fund so that it could be
quickly accessed if the need arose.
Specific Session approval will be
required for any use of the
Emergency Fund. The fund is
meant to protect the church from
having to make budget cuts in
difficult times that would have
serious impact on future ministry
and programs. It would be
replenished as soon as possible but
would provide a cushion if and
when an emergency might arise.
The $50,000 is money that FPC
received from the sale of the former
manse and the lot on the corner of
21% and Wentworth. None of it was
given by any individual. It was put
in the Permanent Endowment Fund
where it was not to be used for

general expenses but to be set aside pastors about the fund.

to earn interest, which could and
has been used by the church over
the years. Moving $50,000,
approximately half of the proceeds

ago to an

emergency d
fundis a

responsible D
way to ensure
a safety net of

—_—

i FIMANCIAL
econormic NOTES
times.

The Session encourages membe
to bring their questions to the
January 17 informational meeting,
which will be a better forum for
discussion rather than waiting for
the Annual Meeting on January 31
2010. Members who have
guestions but cannot attend on
January 17 are encouraged to talk
a Session member or one of the

Back to the Future

Thank you for wonderful response
to the 2009 “Back to the Future”
Stewardship Campaign. As of
December 16, 2009, 68 giving units
had increased their pledge for 2010
over 2009! Another 15 became first-
time pledgers. Operating Fund
income pledged for 2010 was already
over $6,500 ahead of pledges for
2009 with two more weeks left in the
year as this article was written.

It is heart-warming to see how
many faithful members of our
community were willing to increase
their giving in recognition of the fact
that 31 other giving units in our
church family are in the midst of
unemployment and other financial

rschallenges and have had to reduce

their pledge amount for next year.
Together we have united to keep
FPC-SSP strong and growing. God
bless you for your generosity!

Financial Forecast for 2010

Is a balanced budget really
possible for FPC-SSP? At their

in spending. As of mid-December,
those cuts still resulted in a

November 2009 meeting the Sessionprojected shortfall for 2010 of

voted, upon recommendation of the

$33,170.

Finance Committee, to require that a  All committees were then

balanced
budget be
prepared for
2010.
Session

LOO/{ committees,
T al wa which had

g Bu dge ll already

submitted
budget requests, were sent back to

their initial

required to meet on December 15
for one more attempt to cut
spending and attain a balanced
bottom line for the coming year. At
that meeting, additional cuts were
made to bring the shortfall down to
$16,836.

After discussion and
consideration of a variety of

approximately $17,000 to cover that
shortfall. Details on fundraising
events and opportunities, including a
fun 50-Cents-A-Day Campaign will
be presented at the January 17
Information Meeting and at the
January 31 Annual Meeting.

The goal is to sustain long-term
ministry impact by some temporary
but very tough belt-tightening in
order to get us to the end of 2010
with a black bottom line. Thank you
for your prayers, support and
encouragement as we work through

options, the recommendation taken this challenge together.

to Session was to budget for

the drawing board to make deep cutsincreased income in 2010 of
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DISCUSSION

Book club will meet January 9 at
8:30 a.m. in the Commons to discu
Tracy Kidder'sMountains Beyond
Mountains Please see Julie
Vigness-Pint with questions. Bookg
are due back in the church office or
or before January 8.

At the center oMountains Beyond
Mountainsstands Paul Farmer.
Doctor, Harvard professor, renowné
infectious-disease specialist, and
anthropologist, Farmer was brough

| ——

up in a bus and on a boat. In medi¢

school he found his life’s calling: to
diagnose and cure infectious diseag
and to bring the lifesaving tools of
modern medicine to those who nee
them most. This book shows how

including the U.S. endorsed the
Millennium Development Goals to
cut in half the percentage of people
living in extreme poverty and
substantially improve health and

by 2015. Real progress is being
made. Impoverished people are
ssreclaiming their lives and their
communities with the support of
groups like Church World Service.
Be part of the solution!

In the final analysis, hunger is not
measured in numbers. Itis
measured in people, in individuals
with hopes and dreams like anyone

speak to their reality and to our
challenge:

al Lack of work worries me. My
children were hungry and | told

$€them the rice was cooking, until
they fell asleep from hunger.

d ~ A parent in Egypt

education in impoverished countries . 0

rdelse. These voices of hungry peopleto

The Work Goes On—End Hunger Now

In September 2000, 189 countries

It wasn’t my turn.
~ Response of a U.S. child who
had fallen asleep at school when
asked if he had eaten breakfast
this morning.

So the work goes on. In June of
6, we received our first envelopes
for the End Hunger Now program.
Since that time, we have received
over $31,000 through December 15.
The final amount for the year will be
reported in our February newsletter.
Fifty-five families have participated
in this effort and many of these have
been with the program from the very
beginning.

There are solutions. Working
gether, with the help of God, we
can build a world where there is
enough for all. We want to invite
other families and individuals to join
this strong effort of ending hunger.
Perhaps one day every child will
have breakfast and rice and three
good meals a day.

radical change can be fostered in

situations that seem insurmountablg,

and also how a meaningful life can
be created, as Farmer blasts throug
convention to get results.
Mountains Beyond Mountains
takes us from Harvard to Haiti, Pery
Cuba, and Russia as Farmer chang
minds and practices through his
dedication to the philosophy that "tH
only real nation is humanity" -
philosophy that is embodied in the
small public charity he founded,
Partners In Health. He enlists the
help of the Gates Foundation,
George Soros, the U.N.’s World
Health Organization, and others in
his quest to cure the world. At the
heart of this book is the example of
life based on hope, and on an
understanding of the truth of the
Haitian proverb “Beyond mountaing
there are mountains”: as you solve
one problem, another problem
presents itself, and so you go on arn
try to solve that one too.

h You send the kids there for
summer camp, our youth groups go

I, what abouyou? “More Than R
eand R: The Revolutionary Practice
of Sabbath” is a special winter
ewomen’s retreat at our own
Presbyterian Clearwater Forest in
Deerwood, MN the weekend of
February 12-14, 2010. Clearwater
Chrysalis is a long-running program
of women'’s retreats, one in the
winter and one each summer.
The theme for this winter retreat
invites us to return to our essential
aselves, become available to God
again, loosen our tight grip on the
‘things’ of our lives and find our
souls restored in the process. The
weekend features Julie Neraas as
guest speaker. Julie has been a
drecent Adult Education speaker for
our church, is a professor at

several times a year for retreats, but an ordained

A Weekend Away for Women of All Ages

Hamline
University and

Presbyterian
minister.
Featuring plenty
of time to
connect with women from other
churches as well as “down time” for
yourself, the retreat will include
workshops, worship, small group
discussions, crafts, therapeutic
massage, exercise and recreation.

Housing for the weekend is in
double-occupancy rooms in hotel-
like accommodations, and all meals
are provided.

Brochures are available in the
church office or at
www.clearwaterforest.orgSeveral
women from FPC-SSP are hoping to
attend and carpool—call Pastor Katie
Estes Collins if you are interested.




Art: inspires, instructs, informs, will include: four pieces that are a
and heals. In a recent newsletter, theollaboration between her and her
Mayo Clinic describes it'ért at the then two-year-old daughter; three
Bedsideprogram which brings art in pieces based on electron microscop
a variety of forms directly to images of things like frankincense
individual patients as a way to and vitamin E, a new less abstract
support their emotional and spiritual piece inspired by summer
healing when experiencing long
lasting, painful and stress inducing
illness. In this program, art

Concluding at the end of Decembsd
is a small exhibit of local artist,
educators work in hematology and Chillon Leach. The exhibit included
bone marrow transplant with an 11-piece series titled “The
individuals; musicians perform both Journey of Saint Paul” and a pastel
in patient lounges and at the patient'piece titled “Hope” our opening
bedside in cardiac, surgery and theme for advent. “Hope” is part of
medical units. A creative writing pastel series that grew out of
program is almost ready to pilot. At studying the mandala shape as pray
FPC, we believe our ongoing and  and art. Adult ministry hopes to offer
hopefully expanding arts program  a workshop in that art form, led by
will accomplish the same goals: to  Chillon. Let us know if you are
inspire, instruct, inform and heal, in interested in learning more.
conjunction with and to enhance our Adult ministry is donating to the
education programs and worship.  FPC library Kate Wolfe Jenson’s

In January watch for a new exhibit booksDancing with Monsters:
of the work of local artist and author Chronic lliness as Creative
Kate Wolfe Jenson. Kate spoke TransformatiorandMac and His
during our adult forum on November Monster, as well as a copy of the
22, using her book$4ac and His inspirationalApprenticed to Hope: A
MonsterandDancing with Monsters Sourcebook for Difficult Times
Chronic lliness aLreative written by Julie E. Neraas, adult
Transformatioras a beginning point forum speaker November 29. Julie
to discuss her experiences living Associate Professor in the Graduate
with increasing levels of physical Liberal Studies Program at Hamline,

undergrowth, and two copper pieces.

We look forward to your

participation in the January Church
A World Service Blanket

. | Drive. Can you

i// imagine how

uncomfortable we

would be without our

multiple blankets and

7777
i
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you own you realize
that a gift of just one blanket seems
inadequate for families struggling in
the wake of hurricanes, civil strife,

R earthquakes and abject poverty.

Those not so pretty, but extremely
eserviceable gray blankets are still
just $5. Blanket Sunday will be held

on the last Sunday in January—
January 31.
be here and with it our Caring Hearts
for the Homeless Q
little bars of soap
from your winter
other essentials that people living on
the street need. Items needed also
s razors, and shampoo. A basket will
be available during February for

In a blink of an eye, February will
project. Save those
travels. They will be shared with
include toothpaste, deodorant,
collection.

disability due to multiple sclerosis. a Presbyterian minister and spiritual
We will have several pieces of director. She also lives with a
Kate’s “hangable” abstract art which chronic illness.

These members and friends of FPC have had surg
been hospitalized or ill in recent weeks: Johrshie)
Joel Bennett, Bill Beyer, Betty Bohmert, Jean Sites
Kittie Kisby, Lucille Hunt, Jerry Olson, Arden Gew,
Pat Drake, Carole Donaldson, Willard Lee, and Jean
Sites.

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to
Bette Geving on the death of her sister.

The congregation also extended its sympathy to Jg
Keith and Kessie Lowery on the death of their fgthe
Jamie.

Congratulations to Joe and Libby Huettl on thehbirt

el

PLEASE REMEMBER
THESE FRIENDS IN

The Red Cross
Blood Mobile
will be held in
Fellowship Hall
on Friday,
v BL . ﬂVE January 8 from
1:00 until 6:00
p.m. Calling has been done by Lyle
Odland’s volunteers, but walk-ins are
always welcome. You only need to
be 16 (with parental approval) to
make it possible to save a life or
extend a life. That is a powerful gift!
According to the Red Cross, every
two seconds, someone in the U.S.
needs a blood transfusion. Please

4

PRAYER

of their daughter, Addison Catherine, on Dec. DO

consider donating on January 8.
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