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A Summer Prayer 
 

God, we praise you for the long days of sun and storm,  

for the growing time and the warmth and the rest.   

We praise you for lemonade stands and children laughing  

and people gathering in your good creation  

to enjoy each other and your world.   

Bless all plants and animals in this season;  

fill them and us with good health and long life.   

May we be one with your creation,  

the sun, the moon and the stars as the long days pass.   

Help us to find our playful selves  

in the midst of this blessed season.   

May we feel washed by the lakes and cleansed in the rains;  

restored by the activity and rejuvenated in our rest.   

Let summer be real to us,  

as we rejoice in your good gifts.   

Amen. 
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voices that have been singing 
together for decades, to an 
Intergenerational Choir made up of 
people of all ages and abilities 
singing together for the first time.   
And that’s only the first half of the 
summer.  There is lots more to 
come! 

As I write this, I am preparing to 
attend a week-long conference on 
Worship and Music at St. Olaf 
College in Northfield.  I will sing 
through new music, attend many 
worship services, and exchange 
insights with colleagues.  It is very 
important to me to keep learning and 
bringing fresh musical ideas to the 
church. 

As September approaches, I look 
forward to new opportunities for joy 
in music.  It may be rediscovering 
an old piece that’s been in the files 
since music was 10 cents a copy (it’s 
a lot more expensive now), or it may 
be seeing a child singing their heart 
out just because it’s fun.  It could be 
a new choir member who didn’t 
think they could sing, but who 
discovers that it’s a great place to be 
on Wednesday nights, finding joy in 
our successes as well as our 
mistakes. 
 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, 
and his courts with praise!  Give 
thanks to him, bless his name!   For 
the Lord is good; his steadfast love 
endures forever, and his faithfulness 
to all generations. 
  — Psalm 100: 4–5 
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Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all 
the lands!  Serve the Lord with 
gladness!  Come into God’s 
presence with singing!” 
  — Psalm 100: 1–2 
 

While I would by no means 
characterize music-making here at 
First Presbyterian Church as what is 
commonly referred to as “noise,” it 
certainly is with a joyful spirit that 
we praise God through music here.  
Just this summer I have been 
privileged to witness, and at times 
participate in, a wide variety of 
“joyful noises”:  from Kendra’s 
wonderful facility at both the organ 
and the piano; the clear voices, 
lovely flute, and emotional 
outpouring of the high school 
graduates; the deep, rich sound of 
the viola; the mournful twang of 
mountain music; to a trio with a 
(very!) pregnant singer.  Everything 
from the grand sound of the mass 
choir and brass at General Assembly 
to the final a cappella verse of the 
closing hymn “America the 
Beautiful” at our own intimate July 
3 service.  From hearing an old 
familiar song sung by two beloved 

For Your  
Information 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
535 20th Avenue North 

South St. Paul, MN  55075 
651/451-6223 

www.fpcssp.org 
 

“All Are Welcome Here” 
 

Summer Office Hours: 
 

Monday 8:30 a.m. -  2:30 p.m. 
Pastors day off 

 

Tuesday through Friday 
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

 
Email Addresses: 

 

Pastor Katie Estes Collins 
katiec@fpcssp.org 

 

Pastor Tom Watson 
tomw@fpcssp.org 

 

Mary Love 
Administrative Assistant 

admin@fpcssp.org 
 

Linda Kachelmeier 
Director of Music 

lindakachelmeier@yahoo.com 
 

Kendra Brodin 
Organist and Director of Bells 

kendrabrodin@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In a pastoral emergency  
outside of office hours: 

 

Pastor Katie   
651/457-1080 (home)  
651/442-2126 (cell) 

 

Pastor Tom    
651/487-7760 (home) 
612/718-1785 (cell) 

Rehearsals begin … 
 

Festival Choir  -  September 1 at 7:00 p.m. 
(Ice cream social to follow) 

 

Jubilation Ringers  -  September 8 at 5:15 p.m. 
Bells of Praise  -  September 8 at 6:15 p.m. 

 

Contact Linda Kachelmeier or Kendra Brodin 
for more information. 
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August 8, 2010 
Communion 

8:30 a.m. Adult Education 
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 

11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

August 1, 2010 
Ordination / Installation 

10:00 a.m. Outdoor Service at Kaposia Park 
11:00 a.m. All Church Picnic 

August 15, 2010 
Baptism 

8:30 a.m. Adult Education 
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 

11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

August 22, 2010 
8:30 a.m. Adult Education 

10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

Women’s Summer Weekend Away �
You send the kids there for 

summer camp, our youth groups go 
several times a year for retreats, but 
what about you?  “Becoming Fully 
Alive in Body, Mind & Spirit” is a 
special summer women’s retreat at 
our own Presbyterian Clearwater 
Forest in Deerwood, MN the 
weekend of August 19-22, 2010.  
Clearwater Chrysalis is a long-
running program of women’s 
retreats, one in the winter and one 
each summer.  The theme for this 
summer weekend offers an 
opportunity to engage our health and 
spirituality as we become fully alive 
together.  Featuring plenty of time to 
connect with women from other 
churches as well as “down time” for 
yourself, the retreat will include 
workshops, worship, small group 
discussions, crafts, therapeutic 
massage, exercise and recreation.  

Housing for the weekend is in 
double-occupancy rooms in hotel-
like accommodations, and all meals 
are provided—now that’s a weekend 
away!   

Our own Heather Marschinke is on 
the steering committee for this retreat 
and has more information if you have 
questions or concerns.  Several 

women 
from our 
church 
have 
attended 
these 
retreats in 
the past 

and we’d love to have a group go this 
summer as well—won’t you join us?  
Brochures with registration forms are 
available on the information table in 
the Commons or at the website at 
www.clearwaterforest.org  

Sunday school classes begin again 
on Sunday, September 19 and the 
Children’s Ministry Committee of 
this church has a 
few spots open for 
teachers or helpers 
in this area—might 
you be the one to 
touch the future of 
faith with us?  
Training and 
support is provided; 
no experience or special examination 
is required!  Maybe you want to 
refresh your own memory of the basic 
Bible stories—our “Godly Play” 
curriculum in the Preschool class and 
the Kindergarten / First grade level 
does a wonderful job of that.  Maybe 
you’re ready to tackle the bigger 
questions of why, how and whether—
our older elementary and middle 
school students are always eager to 
discuss and dissect that together.  If 
you have special skills with a certain 
age student or just a willingness to 
step up and be a part of it all, we’ll 
have you!  Please contact Kelly Luhrs 
or Pastor Katie to volunteer—the 
children of our church are counting 
on you!      

August 29, 2010 
8:30 a.m. Adult Education 

10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
11:00 a.m. Pancake Breakfast 

Touch the Future … 
Teach the Children 

     
 
 
 
 
 

The Adult Education continues to 
watch and discuss the DVD series 
“First Light” at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings.  There will be no class on 
August 1 as we will be at Kaposia 
Park for the outdoor worship 
service. 
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Book club will meet August 21 at 
8:30 a.m. in the North Commons.  
We will be discussing Heir 
Apparent by Vivian Vande Velde. 

Giannine Bellisario is about to 
celebrate her 14th birthday.  This 
year, she actually receives a present 
from her father on time.  It is a gift 
certificate to any Rasmussem 

Gaming 
Center Virtual 
Reality 
Arcade.  
Crossing a 
picket line 
formed by 

CPOC (Citizens to Protect Our 
Children), she decides to use her 
certificate for a total-immersion 
game called Heir Apparent.  The 
object is to be crowned king.  When 

the demonstrators damage the 
center, the protagonist is on her own 
and must complete the game 
successfully in order to escape 
permanent brain damage.  Ghosts, 
witches, wizards, and magical tools 
help her as she races against time 
and faces many setbacks. 
Challenges range from barbarian 
attacks and peasant uprisings to a 
giant dragon.  In addition, the half 
brothers and the hostile queen have 
treacherous plans to keep the crown 
for themselves.  This adventure 
includes a cast of intriguing 
characters and personalities.  The 
feisty heroine has a funny, sarcastic 
sense of humor and succeeds 
because of her ingenuity and 
determination. 

Dustin and Sherri Ellington (and 
their two boys) are familiar to our 
congregation as they have shared 
their experiences from our pulpit 
and in Adult Education.  For five 
years, Dusty served as a professor at 
the Presbyterian Seminary in Cairo, 
Egypt.  Last summer, after a 
vacation here in America, Sherri 
was not allowed to re-enter Egypt 
and ultimately Dusty and the boys 
were forced to leave Cairo.  To 
quote Dusty:  “We may never know 
if what happened was an honest 
mistake that they refused to admit, 
or if it was an indirect yet 
intentional way to hurt the 
seminary.”  After being separated 
for three months, the family was 
reunited last fall and has since lived 
in PC(USA) housing at the 
Seminary in Louisville.   

The Ellington’s have now accepted 
a new call and at General Assembly 
in Minneapolis were commissioned 
as missionaries to Zambia, Africa, 
where Dusty will again teach in the 
Seminary and the family will live 
among the native population.  They 
leave for Zambia in mid-August.  
They mourn their friends and the 
end of their work in Cairo, but look 
forward to new challenges.  They 
ask for our support in prayer.    
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Before you all begin to smell like 
corn we will have a Senior High 
Pool Party at Mike and Colette 
Kasper's home (3724 77th Street 
East) in Inver Grove Heights.   
Festivities begin at 1:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, August 15, and will go 
until the police come or the Kaspers 
kick us out (about 4:00 p.m.).  Both 
our graduating seniors and in-
coming ninth graders are invited. 

Also, we are still in the planning 
for an August Middle School Lock-
In for last year's 7th and 8th 
graders.  As the result of leaving the 
Middle School Mission Trip one-
night early due to viruses beyond 
our control, we will spend one more 
time together and include all those 
people who had excuses for not 
joining us in beautiful 
Minneapolis.  Bring your own 
bottle of Purell and keep an eye or 
two open for more information. 

 

Youth Events 
Have you ever golfed in the dark?  

Or at least wondered if it could be 
done?  For some of us, it actually 
can improve 
the score—
come see!  
Children of all 
ages and their 
families are 
invited to a 
summer Kid’s 
Club event on 
Sunday, August 15 at Tilt , the new 
arcade and mini golf course in the 
lower level of Burnsville Center.  
The thing that sets this mini golf 
course apart is that it is in the 
dark—or under black lights, 
anyway.  Cost is just $5 per golfer, 
snacks and refreshments are 
available for purchase, and a few of 
us may stroll the mall while the kids 
play!  We will gather after worship 
and caravan to Burnsville Center.  
Please sign up on the kiosk so we 
know how many plan to attend. 

Golfing in the Dark 
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WASHINGTON, 
D.C.—In a high-level 
World Water Day 
conference in 
Washington, D.C., in 
March, where top U.S. 
public and private 
sector leaders gathered to announce 
new commitments to combat the 
world’s growing water crisis.  
Church World Service Executive 
Director, and CEO, John L. 
McCullough told the gathering, 
“Access to water is a human right 
and a responsibility of public 
service, not a commodity for the 
few who can afford to pay.”  
 

Church World Service’s (CWS) 
McCullough said, “Water is a key 
element to our work around food 
and nutrition security, peace and 
conflict resolution, and assistance to 
refugees and internally displaced 
people … It is vital to the 
empowerment of women, and it is 
intimately tied to our efforts to 
address the ravages of climate 
change.” 
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In Western Kenya and Uganda for 

example, CWS will continue to work 
with local partners to develop 
community-based clean water 
resources for human consumption 
and for livestock.  In the West Bank 
of the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories the agency will continue 
to support vital water cistern projects, 
which are helping to overcome water 
insecurity and generate employment 
opportunities. 

Through our End Hunger Now 
offering, we will be participating in 
this vital 
worldwide 
movement to 
empower 
communities to 
access clean safe 
water for 
drinking and 
domestic use, and educate 
communities for improved health, 
hygiene and sanitation.  Please 
continue your faithful giving to 
support this vital mission effort.        

Thank you for your prayers and 
your cards which I received during 
my hospitalization last month. 

 ~ Mary  Pruitt  
 

My daughter, Kay Marien, is back 
to work.  She was hit by an 
automobile on April 26, 2009 and 
suffered a fractured spine and other 
injuries.  I want to thank the 
congregation for their concerns and 
prayers. 

 ~ John Marien 

These members and friends of FPC have had 
surgery, been hospitalized or ill in recent weeks:  Bill 
Beyer, Jean Sites, Willard Lee, Bob Shannon, Bill 
Peters, Dave Cheyne, Virginia Strauch, Kay Prall. 

Congratulations to Jill and Jason Johnson on the 
birth of their daughter Piper Barbara on June 30, 
2010. 

You can choose to make other 
folks’ lives a whole lot brighter!  
Here are some mission options: 

1.  All through August, we will 
have the purple 
laundry basket out in 
the Commons.  It’s the 
place for you to put 
new socks and undies 
for Neighbors, Inc. to 
distribute.  With 
school starting in 
September, how nice to have new 
things to put on that first day.  If it’s 
adults you wish to help, undies and 
socks for adults are needed as well.   

2.  There are two pancake 
breakfast events in August—the 8th 
and the 29th.  These will help out 

Project Home, which 
orchestrates the 
shelters for homeless, 
and the Family Place, 
where homeless find 
help with housing, 
jobs, laundry and 

showers.  Come for a delicious 
breakfast and wonderful fellowship. 

Mission Opportunities 

Special Offerings Report 
Our recent offerings have been 

sent to the following places: 
1.  The Pentecost Offering was 

divided between the General 
Assembly ($133) and Restorative 
Justice ($88) here in South St. Paul.  

2.  The second quarter End 
Hunger funds totaled $1,289 and 
will be used for water projects by 
Church World Service.  One out of 

eight people do not have access to 
clean water. 

3.  The two earlier pancake 
breakfasts made it possible to send 
$275 to the Family Place in St. Paul 
and $350 to Forman Christian 
College in Lahore, Pakistan—an 
education facility where Christians 
and Muslims teach and learn 
together. 
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535 20th Avenue North 
South St. Paul  MN  55075 

Phone:  651/451-6223 
Fax:  651/451-3866 

www.fpcssp.org 
admin@fpcssp.org 

Adult Education at 8:30 a.m. 
Worship celebration at 10:00 a.m. 
Coffee and Fellowship at 11:00 a.m. 
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is a monthly publication of the  

First Presbyterian Church, South St. Paul, 
MN 

 

Rev. Katie Estes Collins 
Rev. Tom Watson 

Pastors 
 

Mary Love 
Administrative Assistant 
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