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Palm Sunday 
March 28, 2010  -  10:00 a.m. 

Sacrament of Communion 
 

Maundy Thursday Service 
April 1, 2010  -  7:00 p.m. 
Drama with Communion 

 

Community Cross Walk 
Friday, April 2, 2010  -  1:00 p.m. 

 

Good Friday Service 
April 2, 2010  -  7:00 p.m. 

 

Easter Sunday 
April 4, 2010  -  8:30 a.m. & 10:00 a.m. 

Music by the Festival Choir & Bells of Praise 
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work, doing and establishing and 
fashioning and creating, then a day 
of rest.  Our own week is patterned 
after this same cycle, this same 
sense of labor and respite, the 
Sabbath day set aside for resting in 
the Lord and remembering the 
goodness of our lives and our work 
and our families and our world.  
Ahhhhh, worship. 

It isn’t always easy.  The kids 
don’t sit still, that hymn is hard to 
sing, I don’t like to read the unison 
prayers, and sometimes the sermons 
are even boring!  But strangely 
enough, this element of Sabbath 
isn’t without its own kind of work—
the very word “liturgy” means “the 
work of the people.”  Worship takes 
some real effort on our part:  to learn 
the music, to figure out how to read 
along together, to find a way to hear 
your own confession in the common 
prayers, to help children into the 
rhythms and train your ears to hear 
God’s word to you.  It certainly 
won’t get easier if you do it less 
often!  It is a holy habit, something 
to be practiced, and a commitment 
worth making.   

Weekly attendance at worship is a 
demonstration and reminder to 
ourselves that we belong to 
something and someone much larger 
than ourselves.  We offer ourselves 
in worship as a way of admitting 
that we’re not all there is, we’re not 
the center of the universe, we’re not 
completely and totally in charge.  
It’s not because God needs our 
worship, our praise and thanks, but 
because we need to offer it.  We 
come to worship, and to join with 
others who also worship, a living 
and loving and life-giving God.  It 
can be a relief, and a time of rest and 
restoration for our souls.  It can re-
charge you for the week ahead, 
challenge you to new heights of joy 
and new depths of service, and 
remind you of who you are and to 
whom you ultimately belong.  “Here 
I am to worship …”       
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    “Here I am to worship, here I am 

to bow down, here I am to say that 
you’re my God …”  The chorus of 
this contemporary praise song is 
running through my head in recent 
days, answering a question that 
echoes in my soul in this season and 
through the year:  what is church all 
about?  Why do we belong to a 
church, what do we get out of it, what 
is at the heart of the Christian life for 
us?  The new member class describes 
a feeling of warm welcome, the 
children like the donuts and juice, the 
youth group feels like they belong, 
and plenty of adults enjoy the 
fellowship with extended family and 
friends, but without worship it is not 
church for me.  Some of us come to 
sing or to teach, some need the sense 
of community that staves off 
loneliness, some come to serve others 
and make a difference, but without 
worship it is not church for me.  We 
attend on Sundays to connect with 
like-minded people, to hear the latest 
gossip, or out of obligation to our 
families and commitments, but 
without worship it is not church to 
me.  “Here I am to worship, here I am 
to bow down, here I am to say that 
you’re my God…” 

But there are all sorts of things that 
get in the way, aren’t there?  Family 
commitments, kids’ activities, over-
scheduled lives all work against us at 
times.  The game is on, or people are 
coming to dinner, or it’s been a busy 
weekend and we can’t fit it in.  The 
kids were out late, the concert or play 
ran long, we’ll get there next week or 
the week after that … and without 
worship, without the regular 
experience of putting ourselves and 
our issues aside and offering 
ourselves in the worship of our God, 
what happens to faith?  It becomes an 
afterthought, a lower priority, a 
postscript to our lives.  The cycle of 
Sabbath, established at creation by 
the very One who made you and me, 
was no accident—six long days of 

For Your  
Information 

 

First Presbyterian Church 
535 20th Avenue North 

South St. Paul, MN  55075 
651/451-6223 

www.fpcssp.org 
 

“All Are Welcome Here” 
 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday  
Pastors day off 

 

Monday through Friday 
8:30 a.m.  -  3:00 p.m. 

 
Email Addresses: 

 

Pastor Katie Estes Collins 
katiec@fpcssp.org 

 

Pastor Tom Watson 
tomw@fpcssp.org 

 

Mary Love 
Administrative Assistant 

admin@fpcssp.org 
 

Linda Kachelmeier 
Director of Music 

lindakachelmeier@yahoo.com 
 

Kendra Brodin 
Organist and Director of Bells 

kendrabrodin@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In a pastoral emergency  
outside of office hours: 

 

Pastor Katie   
651/457-1080 (home)  
651/442-2126 (cell) 

 

Pastor Tom    
651/487-7760 (home) 
612/718-1785 (cell) 
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April 11, 2010 

Baptism 
8:30 a.m. Education For All 

10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

“Jesus Christ the Apple Tree” — Chancel Choir 

April 4, 2010 
Easter Sunday 

8:30 a.m. Worship Celebration 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
“Hallelujah” — Festival Choir 

April 18, 2010 
Baptism 

8:30 a.m. Education For All 
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 

11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 
Special Music by Guest Soloist 

April 25, 2010 
8:30 a.m. Education For All 

10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
11:00 a.m. Coffee and Fellowship 

“Look At the World” — Children and 
Voices of the Heart 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
For 60 years, we have had the 

opportunity to share with people here 
and around the world who need safe 
water to drink, help after suffering 
human or weather-related violence, 
who need new job skills or the help 
that a cooperative can give in terms 
of profit for sustainable income, 
better ways in agricultural efforts, 
relocation of refugees to a safe living 
arrangement and fighting injustice.  
It’s a big list of needs … it requires a 
big heart and lots of sharing.  The 
One Great Hour of Sharing offering 
that we will collect on Easter Sunday 
will help provide for those needs.   

Our Adult Education presenter for 
April 11, 18 and 25 will also be our 

artist of the 
month, our 
former interim 
pastor, Deb 
DeMeester.  
During a 
sabbatical in 
2006 Deb began 
to paint for the 
first time in her 
life and 

discovered deep joy in the process.  
Searching for her own “artistic 
voice” she has imitated a number of 
famous painters in her learning 
process as her exhibit will reveal.  
Deb describes her discovery of 
painting as follows: 
     “I was blessed in the Fall of 2006 
to receive the gift of a sabbatical.  I 
packed up my books and headed 
north to “the lake.”  As my soul 
began the process of restoration, 
rather than reading, I began to hear 
“Paint!”  On the one hand, it was a 
surprise as I’d never painted before 
or taken a painting class.  On the 
other hand, from previous 
experience, I’ve known creativity is 
one way that I find my way home to 
wholeness.  And so I painted …  
hours and days passed and I 
rediscovered passion and risk-

taking, joy and contentment.  The 
paintings in this exhibit represent my 
first efforts.  In most cases I found a 
picture I liked and I sought to imitate 
it, learning in the process about oils, 
watercolors, and acrylics, how to use 
brushes and water, and what kind of 
subjects I most enjoyed.  If nothing 
else, I hope this exhibit will 
encourage you to listen to the inner 
voice/spirit who calls us to take risks 
so that we can be renewed, 
passionate and joyful as we live the 
abundant lives with which we are 
blessed.” 

Deb’s first significant set of 
original paintings were painted two 
years ago as a part of a sermon series 
on the seven days of creation from 
the perspective of Celtic spirituality.  
The seven canvases form a mural that 
embodies key thoughts from Celtic 
Christian spirituality.  Using the 
paintings, the Adult Education 
classes will explore the Light, 
Wildness, Fecundity, Harmony, 
Creatureliness, Image and Stillness of 
God as a means to learn about the 
Blessings of Celtic Christianity. 
Deeply centered in the gifts of 
creation, we will explore a bit of 
Christian history in which Celtic 
spirituality was attacked, how it was 
preserved and the appeal that makes 
it very popular today. 
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Well Done, Good and 
Faithful Servant! 

 

In 1998, the Rev. Dr. Robert 
Koenig retired from ministry after 
serving First Presbyterian Church of 
South St. Paul for more than ten 
years.  In his retirement he continued 
to serve, which allows one to retire a 
second time!  The Presbytery of 
Northern Waters meeting in Duluth 
on February 20, 2010 honored Dr. 
Koenig for his ten-year ministry as 
the Stated Supply Pastor of the 
Courderay-Radisson Presbyterian 
Churches (near Hayward, WI).  We 
add our blessing and prayers to Bob 
& Pauline on this accomplishment. 
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Hooray!  We deserve a pat on the 
back for making great progress on 
our campaign to defeat the deficit in 
our 2010 budget.  As of Sunday, 
March 21, the total received in the 
50-Cents-A-Day Fund is $10,754. 
We hope to raise an additional 
$4,256 to bring our 
total to $15,000 
and completely 
erase our shortfall 
for the year. 

Tax refunds are 
still coming and 
everyone is 
encouraged to give whatever they 
can to help reach the goal.  
Envelopes are in the pew racks, on 
the kiosk and were mailed with last 
month’s Tower Views.  If you don’t 
have a special envelope, just write 
“50-Cents Fund” on the check 
memo.  It would be great to wrap 
this up by April 15 but contributions 
will be accepted all year.  

The lock-in for senior high 
students has been rescheduled for 
Friday, April 9 beginning at 7:00 
p.m. and ending at 8:00 a.m. the 

next 
morning.  It 
is still not 
clear what 
exciting and 
potentially 

embarrassing endeavors will be 
planned, but you can trust that it will 
be good.  Come and find out! 

The weekend of April 23-25 is the 
Senior High Retreat at Presbyterian 

Clearwater Forest.  We will gather 
at 6 p.m. on Friday in the parking lot 
with the (unrealistic) expectation 
that we will actually leave no more 
than 30 minutes after that.  The cost 
for the retreat is $75 for each youth.  
We will return to the church at 
approximately 1:00 p.m. on Sunday.  
The theme for the retreat is “Big 
Questions.”  I think they mean 
questions of the deep and profound 
philosophical and theological 
variety and not questions such as 
“Are we there yet?” or “Did Joe just 
do what I think he did?”  See you 
there!    
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We double-booked.  With the 
Senior High retreat scheduled at 
Clearwater Forest for the same 
weekend, April 23-25, we decided to 
move the Confirmation retreat to 
Cam St. Croix in Hudson, WI and 
away from any possible other 
distractions.  We will all meet in the 
parking lot at 6:00 p.m. on Friday 
and then go our separate ways.  The 
good news is that we will be to our 
home away from home a lot sooner 
than they will.  The primary purpose 

of the retreat is to write your 
Statements of Faith, but you will also 
have the 
opportunity to 
enjoy the 
company and 
patience of both 
your pastors, as 
well as Jan 
Mahoney and Pat 
Angell.  There is a 
really good chance that we will all 
return around noon on Sunday.   
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50-Cents-A-Day Update 

Have you visited www.fpcssp.org 
lately?  You’ll find a couple of new 
things.  First of all a current event 
box has been created for the home 
page so that members and visitors 

alike can see 
immediately 
what is 
happening in 
terms of 
worship or 
activities.  

Secondly, there’s a new link on the 
home page called Members Only.  
This new opportunity provides 
members with access to the church 
directory and ultimately to church 
policies such as building use, 
weddings, etc.  If you would like to 
use this feature, please email 
admin@fpcssp.org and ask for your 
user name and password. 

Check it Out –  
New on our Website 

Children and their families and 
friends are invited to a bowling 
party on Sunday, April 18 from 1:00 
to 3:00 p.m. at 
St Francis 
Bowling 
Center in St 
Paul.  This is 
one of the last 
remaining 
church 
basement 
bowling alleys, 
and if you haven’t seen it yet, don’t 
miss this opportunity!  Only six 

lanes, only some shoe sizes, only a 
few kinds of candy and pop available 
at the counter, and we’re the only 
people in the place for these two 
hours—you won’t want to miss it.  
Bumpers will be available if we 
wish, and sock feet are allowed if 
you don’t want to rent shoes.  Bring 
the family and a few friends and 
come out to bowl with us!  Cost will 
be just $5.00 per bowler if we can 
get enough folks to turn out.  Please 
sign up on the kiosk in the Commons 
or call the office to reserve your 
spot. 

Get Out of the Gutter With Us 
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Linda Kachelmeier’s composer 
residency in Marshall, Minnesota 
will conclude on Sunday, April 18 

with a concert of her works.  Choirs, 
bell choirs and instrumentalists from 
United Methodist and First Lutheran 
churches will combine to perform all 
six pieces that she composed 
especially for them throughout the 
last year.  These pieces were written 
as part of the Faith Partners Program 
through the American Composers 
Forum.  The concert is April 18 at 

4:00 p.m. at 
First 
Lutheran 
Church in 
Marshall, is 
free and 
open to the 
public.  It’s 
a long 
drive, but 
all are  
welcome! 
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Did you know that 8,000 
Presbyterians are coming to the Twin 
Cities for the 4th of July?  It’s the 
219th General Assembly of PC-USA 
and all of us who are part of 
Presbyterian churches in MN are 

hosting 
our 
visitors 
from 
July 3-
10, 
2010. 
What 

does this mean to you?  A couple of 
things.  First of all hundreds of 
volunteers are needed that week to 
serve as ushers at the Convention 
Center, greeters at the airport or at 
hotels, helpers on several area motor 
coach tours or staffers at the 
registration booth.  Set-up crews and 
clean-up crews are being recruited 
and a huge team of prayer partners 
will be asked to commit themselves 
to pray for the Assembly and its 
work.  Local liaison Lois Glewwe 
will be recruiting people to sign up as 
volunteers and will have lots of 
detailed information to share in the 
next couple months.  Elizabeth 
Brazill is our own youth rep and will 
be attending the Assembly as an 
official “YAD,” or youth delegate. 

The most important thing you can 
do is plan now to spend Sunday, July 
4, 2010 celebrating with 
Presbyterians all day long.  A 
massive worship service will be held 
at the Minneapolis Convention 
Center that morning with choir 
members from all over the state 
joining the mass choir to raise the 
roof in song.  After the worship 
service, the exhibit hall will be open 
and a variety of activities are planned 
before everyone heads for Nicollet 
Island where the pavilion is reserved 
just for us.  A $12/per person picnic 
lunch with brats, burgers, chicken, 
etc. is being served and then blankets 
will be laid on the lawns as we spend 
the evening together to have a front 
row seat for the gigantic Minneapolis 
fireworks show. 

As a church, we are continuing to 
discuss transportation possibilities 
for that day and for volunteer shifts.  
We are considering adjusting our 
own weekly worship day and time so 
that everyone can take part in this 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
really be a part of the bigger church 
right here in our own backyard. 

Save the date and plan to celebrate 
this year’s 4th of July experiencing 
General Assembly! 

������������
���	
�������	��

It’s great to be a generous giver to 
the ministries and programs of FPC-
SSP.  Each and every contribution is 
always appreciated. When you 
donate something other than cash, 
however, it’s important to remember 
the following. 

The policy at FPC-SSP is to not 
issue giving credit on your giving 
statement for non-cash or “in-kind” 
contributions even if you submit 
receipts for the items you bought and 
donated.  Instead we ask that you 
submit your expenses for 
reimbursement and then if you 
choose to donate that reimbursement 
back to the church, you will be given 
credit for that donation. 

Why?  First of all, this provides a 
much cleaner paper trail to follow 
when it comes to claiming your tax 
deductible contributions on your 
taxes.  It also helps the church 
accurately track total expenses each 
year.  When expenses come in the 
form of non-cash credits, they don’t 
show up in the budget as a cost for 
that year and are not included in 
budgeting for the next year.  It’s only 
when that in-kind donation no longer 
arrives that it becomes clear we 
didn’t budget for that expense since 
someone always donated the item in 
question. 

If a donor really doesn’t want to 
submit receipts for reimbursement, 
they can, of course, keep their own 
receipts and claim those expenses as 
“in-kind” contributions on their tax 
return.  The church won’t show the 
amount on the person’s giving 
statement, nor issue any kind of 
receipt for the item, but the paid 
receipt is generally acceptable for 
items under $250. 

Please note that special donations, 
such as items given to a raffle or 
Silent Auction, are handled 
differently. 

Thank You!  Questions?  Please 
contact Lois Glewwe, Financial 
Secretary or Jodee Pappe, Treasurer.  
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The Book Club will meet April 10 
at 8:30 a.m. in the Commons to 
discuss The Namesake by Jhumpa 

Lahiri.  
Books are 
available 
through the 
church 
office and 
are due back 

on or before April 10.  Contact Julie 
Vigness-Pint with questions.   

The Namesake takes the Ganguli 
family from their tradition-bound life 
in Calcutta through their fraught 
transformation into Americans.  On 
the heels of their arranged marriage, 
Ashoke and Ashima Ganguli settle 
together in Cambridge, MA.  An 
engineer by training, Ashoke adapts 
far less warily than his wife, who 
resists all things American and longs 
for her family.  When their son is 
born, the task of naming him betrays 
the vexed results of bringing old 
ways to the new world.  Named for a 
Russian writer by his Indian parents 
in memory of a catastrophe years 
before, Gogol Ganguli knows only 
that he suffers the burden of his 
heritage as well as his odd, antic 
name.  Lahiri brings great empathy 
to Gogol as he stumbles along a first-
generation path strewn with 
conflicting loyalties, comic detours, 
and love affairs.  With penetrating 
insight, she reveals not only the 
defining power of the names and 
expectations bestowed upon us by 
our parents, but also the means by 
which we slowly, sometimes 
painfully, come to define ourselves. 
The New York Times has praised 
Lahiri as "a writer of uncommon 
elegance and poise." The Namesake 
is a fine-tuned, intimate, and deeply 
felt novel of identity. 

hurricane season begins.”  The 
issues of shelter and sanitation go 
hand in hand, she said, as the 
potential dangers of the rainy season 
include outbreaks of malaria, 
dengue, and waterborne diseases. 

Our 
End 
Hunger 
Now 
giving 
for 
April 
will 
continue 
our support for Church World 
Service (CWS)—prioritizing the 
delivery of shelter items in hopes of 
reaching as many people as possible 
before the rains come. 

CWS is recognized as one of 
America’s Most Efficient Charities, 
earning an “A” rating from the 
American Institute of Philanthropy 
and was named one of the Top 100 
Highly Rated Charities by 
GiveSpot.com. 

Port-au-Prince:  And then came 
the rain … Haiti’s capital 
experienced its heaviest rainfalls 
since the earthquake, soaking 
downpours that lasted for several 
hours.  The storms foreshadow 
things to come when the rainy 
season arrives in April. 

“We’re all concerned about what 
to do when the rains come, but it 
seems the rains are already here—I 
think it’s an early onset rainy 
season,” said Sophie Gebreyes, 
program officer for Latin America 
and the Caribbean for the Lutheran 
World Federation Department of 
World Service, and ACT Alliance 
member. 

“It’s a major concern for us, as for 
any humanitarian organization 
working here.  We simply cannot 
build houses fast enough, so we’re 
starting with emergency shelter like 
distribution of plastic sheeting.   
We’ll also start soon with building 
transitional shelters, and providing 
building materials so people can 
build sturdier shelters before the 
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End Hunger Now:  Heavy rains 
underscore shelter needs in Haiti  

   For a 
number of 
years, FPC 
has been 
responsible 
for 
cleaning 
up the 
section of 
Wentworth 
Avenue 
between 
Robert 
Street and 

Delaware Avenue in West St. Paul.  

A small number of folks gather four 
times a year (between April and 
October) to accomplish this task—
and would welcome the help of 
others. 

Our first road clean-up in 2010 is 
scheduled for Saturday, April 24 
starting at 10:00 a.m.  Meet in the 
south parking lot of St. Stephen’s 
Lutheran Church (1575 Charlton 
Avenue, WSP); we should be done 
before noon.  Bright orange vests 
will be provided to help keep you 
safe; bring gloves.   

Road Clean-Up on Wentworth Ave. 



�����*���	�
����	
�

 

 

Spring is just around the corner 
and it’s time to gather together to 
clean up the church grounds and 
spruce up 
the 
sanctuary.  
Mark your 
calendars 
for 
Saturday 
morning, 
April 24.  
And when 
the day comes, grab your rakes, 
pruning shears, and work gloves 
and come help out.  Many hands 
will make the work go quickly and 
be much more fun.  Come for a 
delicious continental breakfast at 
8:30 a.m. and stay for the whole 
morning or whatever time you can 
spare.  Your time will be well 
appreciated by the Property 
Committee and the congregation. 

The Board of Deacons would like 
to honor all seniors of our 
congregation by 
inviting them to 
the annual Senior 
Brunch which will 
be held on May 2 
in Fellowship Hall 
immediately 
following worship.  
If you are 70 or 
older, you will 
soon receive an invitation in the 
mail.  Please let us know if you will 
be attending.  We promise a 
wonderful time. 

Attention past & current 
Deacons:  The Board of Deacons 
needs your help with the Senior 
Brunch.  If you would like to help 
cook, set up, serve or clean up,  
please contact Vicki Campbell 
(952/953-980) or Kathy Doyle 
(651/269-5847). 
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These members and friends of FPC have had 
surgery, been hospitalized or ill in recent weeks:  Bill 
Beyer, Betty Bohmert, Jean Sites, Willard Lee, Jerry 
Olson, Rochelle LeTourneau, Carole Donaldson, 
Betty Miller, Phyllis Krefting, Bea Meers. 

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to 
Connie Bennett on the death of her husband, Joel. 

 

Spring is just around the corner 
and soon we’ll begin to plant the 

2010 FPC 
gardens.  
Did you 
know that 
last season 
more than 
thirty 
volunteers 
helped 
plant, trim, 
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deadhead, weed and water our 
gardens?  Some volunteers helped 
only a few hours; others such as 
Maureen & Chris Kutz, faithfully 
cared for the labyrinth area each 
week. 

If you’d like to volunteer this 
season, please call Kathy Doyle 
(651/259-5847).  Many hands make 
light work and grow beautiful 
gardens.  No experience is 
necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We wish to thank every one for 

their prayers and good thoughts 
while Arden had two surgeries and 
when Bette’s sister passed away. 

 ~ Arden and Bette Geving 
 
Thank you so very much for all 

the prayers and cards received.  God 
bless you! 

 ~ Carole Donaldson 
 
Six weeks is a long time and I am 

so happy to be home.  Your prayers, 
cards, visits, and phone calls were 
greatly appreciated after my foot 
and knee surgery.  Thanks to all. 

 ~ Carol Johnson 
 
Thanks to all for the goodies at 

holiday time.  Your calls, prayers 
and cards were much needed and 
appreciated during my recent 
illness. 

 ~ Lucille Hunt 
 
I needed you during my surgery, 

illness and ongoing rehabilitation, 
and you continue to be there.  Your 
incredible generosity of spirit 
overwhelms me and as I wrap 
myself in the prayer shawl, I know I 
couldn’t be recovering so quickly 
alone.  Thank you so much. 

 ~ Rochelle LeTourneau 

Spring Clean-Up 
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is a monthly publication of the  

First Presbyterian Church, South St. Paul, MN 
 

Rev. Katie Estes Collins 
Rev. Tom Watson 

Pastors 
 

Mary Love 
Administrative Assistant 
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“All Are Welcome Here” 
 

535 20th Avenue North 
South St. Paul  MN  55075 

Phone:  651/451-6223 
Fax:  651/451-3866 

 

www.fpcssp.org 
admin@fpcssp.org 

 

Education For All at 8:30 a.m. 
   Worship Celebration at 10:00 a.m. 
  Coffee and Fellowship at 11:00 a.m. 
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